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@Green Bay's Bart Starr (15) 


leads Willie Townes (71) of 
Dallas on a merry chase. Both 
the Packers and Cowboys are 
picked as NFL powers. 


John Brodie (12) of the San 
Francisco 49ers led the NFL in 
three passing departments in 
1968, including 3,020 yards 
gained. He threw 22 TDs. 
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Happy Joe Namath (12) escorts cornerback Johnny Sample 
and another teammate off the field after Jet victory. 
<ee - 


J oe Namath is coming into this season as he has every other since he 
joined the Jets in ’65 as a $400,000 fable. 

With aching knees. 

He’s also arriving with the same undying confidence which played a 
beautiful psychological tattoo on the Baltimore Colts as the last Super 
Bowl Game drew near. 

Naturally the world will never forget his pre-game statement: “T 
guarantee we'll win!” 

Now, of course, he and the Jets become the most wanted target 
since William Tell’s apple. The entire professional football world will 
zero in on them. 

Right from training camp their doorstep will be cluttered by hordes 
coming inquisitively to analyze how world champions prepare to 
face the challenge of defending their crown. All the way through the 
rugged scheduleto... 

To what? To another Super Bowl? Perhaps another Super Bowl 
victory? 

Can the Jets do it again? 

“We could do it again,” said Joe Namath, reflecting on the chances 
for a repeat. 


continued on next page 


Super Joe Namath won’t go out on a limb too 
far but press him and he’ll tell you 
he likes New York’s chances again this year. 


Joe Namath liked the taste of Super Bowl 
champagne and wants to go back, He 
figures one of the best lines in pro foot- 
_ | ball (left) and flanker Don Maynard (bot- 

‘tom right) can help him get there again. 


JOE NAMATH: 
“WE CAN DO IT AGAIN.” 


continued 


“Yes,” he reiterated thoughtfully. 
“Yes, I feel we could.” 

So Joe Namath, the man most people 
will never fully understand simply be- 
cause most people never met him and 
rely basically on the words of many 
others who also never met him, wasn’t 
grabbing at an opportunity to say 
“We Will.” 

No, cool and thoughtful about such 
a challenge; approaching it as he 
does his business ventures, he was on 
the brink. But also, recognizing the 
weaknesses that even the strongest can 
develop. 
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Back in New York, Weeb Ewbank 
and his coaches had considered the 
challenge also. They, too, all felt that 
the Jets could repeat. 

Namath spoke again: 

“We're improved, like everybody 
else,” he said, “We’re improved just 
by the added experience of what we 
went through, 

“We're young; a very young team,” 
he added. “And we have already won 
with this same young team.” 

Joe Willie Namath . .. pro football’s 
Pied Piper who always attracts a trail 
of the world’s children as his fan clubs 
prosper ... was now just Joe Namath 
looking over the situation. 

Perhaps the season will begin with 
a few controversies involving him. 
Every one has. Because Joe Namath 
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lives the life he believes in. 

Controversy! 

As No. 1 he has become embroiled in 
controversy. He has tried to live the 
way he wishes. He once said: 

“T believe in letting a guy live the 
way he wants to if he doesn’t hurt 
anyone, I feel everything I do is okay 
for me. I live and let live. I don’t care 
what a man is as long as he treats me 
right. I like Cassius Clay, Bill Hartack, 
Doug Sanders, Paul Hornung... all 
the controversial guys. I like every- 
body.” 

And now he spoke straight .. ; 
again; this time about the football 
season, his biggest challenge. It is al- 
ways a more difficult task to repeat as 
a champion. Just the emotional impact 
of facing the guns of a foe seeking to 
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beat the best week after week can 
be a detrimental factor. 

“We could do it again if we don’t 
get hurt,” he qualified. ‘“That’s the 
big thing.” Namath paused... 

“Tf you remember,” he added, “I 
didn’t think we were that good last 
year until after about the sixth game. 
That’s when I felt we had a good 
chance. 

“Look at the way we finished the 
schedule. We didn’t make any big 
mistakes. We played good winning 
football. 

“The way it looks now,’ he said 
somewhat cautiously, “We could do 
it again. But so many things go into 
it. The biggest is injuries. Imagine for 
example what would happen if we lost 
our running backs. We’d have to be in 


Matt Snell (41), bounced back from surgery last year and led the Jet running attac 


trouble. 

“Don’t think something like that isn’t 
possible. We lost both Matt Snell and 
Emerson Boozer two years ago. We 
might have won it all that year if that 
didn’t happen. 

“Tmagine, for example, what would 
happen if we lost a guy like Winston 
Hill? I could name a lot of guys we 
can’t afford to lose. 

“To say coldly, we'll do it again. 
That’s not the right thing. But... we 
could do it again.” 

Now Namath was warmed up to the 
idea. 

“T know,” he said, “I know that I’d 
like to.” 

Namath’s words seemed to have ears 
all over Jetland. And coach Weeb 
Ewbank added a word of caution. 


-" i = pie oe. aaa 5 4 oe 
k with 747 yards, sixth in the American League. 


eke 


“Everybody is after the champion,” 
said Weeb, the only man in pro foot- 
ball history to coach a NFL champion, 
an AFL champion and a Super Bowl 
champion. 

“But this isn’t unusual, is it? It’s 
been going on for a long time. 

“T tell our players that we have a 
good chance to repeat if our helmets 
from last year still fit us. 

“We may lose only one player from 
last year and that isn’t certain. Billy 
Mathis said he might retire but he’ll 
stay if we need him again.” 

Mathis, the veteran halfback was on 
the brink of retirement last summer. 
But would Boozer and Snell be okay 
after surgery the season before? Then 
No. 1 rookie Lee White, another back, 

(Continued on page 70) 
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The pain that Gale Sayers went 
through is over. Now comes the 
tough part. He tries to come back. 


By FRED ABELOFF 


D id you ever hear a ballpark hold 
its breath? It can be deathly 
still despite all that humanity sitting 
in one enclosure. The silence can be 
frightening. 

That’s about the way things 
sounded—or didn’t sound—last 
November 10th when Gale Sayers, 
the greatest running back in 
professional football, was chopped 
down with a deadly blow to his right 
knee. As he landed on the turf of 
Wrigley Field, some 46,000 people 
became silenced. They watched and 
waited as Sayers writhed on the 
ground and players from both sides 
huddled around him. Then he slowly 
got to his feet and everyone could see 
the right foot dangling limp. He was 
helped from the field by friend and 
foe alike, most notably by the 
San Francisco 49ers’ Kermit 
Alexander, the man who inflicted the 
punishing tackle cleanly. 

Of course, Sayers was lost to the 
Bears for the season. 

The immediate repercussions were 
all too obvious. For one thing, the 
injury probably cost Sayers a chance 
to win his second rushing title. 

For another, it shattered the Bears’ 


continued on next page 


Will Gale Sayers be able to make cuts like this 
anymore? 
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GALE SAYERS 


continued 


hopes of winning their divisional 
crown. Of more enduring significance 
was the danger that Sayers may never 
be the same again, He had suffered 
torn ligaments in his right knee and 
then underwent a three-hour operation 
the same day. Yet it was Sayers who 
delivered the first hopeful prognosis 
for his complete recovery. 

“T regard it only as an interruption 
in my career,” he said shortly after 
coming from surgery. “I’m just missing 
five games. But what’s bad is that it 
came at the wrong time. We were on 
top of our division and I was looking 
forward to ‘being with a winner.” 

Later on, after subjecting himself to 
a spartan recuperative period that 
matched his style on the football field, 
he was even more decisive. “I don’t 
have a bad leg,” he told anyone who 
inquired, “If anything, the leg that I 
hurt is now bigger and stronger than 
the other one.” 

Sayers’ recovery may have set a new 
post-operative record. Not only had he 
ruptured tendons, but he also had dam- 
aged the cartilage in the knee. As soon 
as Dr, Theodore Fox took a look at the 
knee on the sidelines, he knew how 
much damage had been done, He knew 
that surgery was mandatory. But as 
much as he knew what had to be done 


medically, he also was aware of what 
had to be done for Sayers psychologic- 
ally. So, rather than shake him up un- 
necessarily, he allowed Gale to sit on 
the bench for the rest of the first half. 
Thus began what was perhaps the most 
important step in Sayers’ emotional 
rehabilitation, 

Following surgery that night, the leg 
was placed in a cast. Normally, such a 
cast would remain on the leg about five 
weeks, During such a long span, muscle 
deterioration is considerable. To offset 
as much of this as possible, Sayers 
began exercising and flexing the muscle 
while the cast was still on his leg, 
Moreover, during his few days in the 
hospital, he stubbornly refused any 
visits from the press and positively 
turned down all requests for any pic- 
tures showing him in bed. He did not 
allow himself to be wheeled out of the 
hospital when he left later in the week, 
and he chucked the crutches and cane 
that had been offered to help him get 
around. On the Friday following the 
game in which he was injured, he at- 
tended a press conference and walked 
in without aid—and wearing both his 
shoes. 

“The amazing thing,” says Dan Des- 
mond, Bears’ publicity man, “is that he 
stood up through the entire interview. 
You could see he was prespiring and 
exhausted, but he wouldn’t sit down.” 

As soon as the cast came off, Sayers 


went to work fulltime on building up 
the leg. The muscle had atrophied a 
good deal, even with the flexing exer- 
cise he had been giving it. He started 
working out daily at a local Y, did 
some light running and began a weight- 
lifting program that consisted mostly 
of doing leg presses, He worked at it 
three times a day, every day, giving his 
rehabilitation every ounce of his con- 
centration and effort. 

“He’s going through his own silent 
mental preparation,” said an admiring 
Buddy Young, a former running star 
in his own right who now works for the 
National Football League in its execu- 
tive offices. “He has that silent kind of 
positive response that will drive him to 
come back greater than before.’ 

This prediction was seconded by Dr. 
Fox. “All of Sayers’ unique gifts of 
lateral movement and change of direc- 
tion depend upon the knees,” he ’said. 
“Knowing Gale as well as I do, knowing 
his previous injuries and how he has 
shrugged them off, I wouldn’t even con- 
jecture about him. I’d say he’ll be 100 
per cent because of the type of person 
he is, He will work hard to come back. 
Nobody will work harder.” ' 

“T can’t wait to get started,” says 
Sayers. 

Gale blew into Chicago as the Bears’ 
No. One draft choice for 1965 after mak- 
ing All-America at the University of 
Kansas, He moved right into the start- 


Sayers, injured in November, has worked long and hard on rebuilding his shattered knee. There was running and weightlifting 
but most of all there was psychological adjustment and the belief that he could come back. 


s =P 


The Bears are acrustoied to seeing reaver break away and run ‘oh ‘daylight 
like this. But that was before his injury. Will he be just as good now? 


ing backfield and after getting the feel 
of things in his first couple of games, 
he tore loose by having the best year a 
rookie ever had in the NFL. Scoring a 
record 22 touchdowns, he finished sec- 
ond to Cleveland’s great Jimmy Brown 
in rushing with 867 yards and a phe- 
nomenal 5,2 yards per carry. The 132 
points he scored gave him the league’s 
scoring title, making Sayers the first 
rookie ever to do so, 

Displaying a versatility that was to 
become his trademark, Sayers scored 14 
of his touchdowns in that rookie season 
on runs, six on pass receptions and two 
on kickoff returns. In the season’s next- 
to-the-last game, against the 49ers, Gale 
put on a show that still has eye wit- 
nesses shaking their heads in disbelief. 
He scored six touchdowns that day, 
tying a mark formerly set by Ernie 
Nevers and later duplicated by Dub 
Jones. He started out by taking a short 
pass from quarterback Rudy Bukich at 
the Bear 20-yard line and then busting 
loose through a mass of defenders and 
going all the way 80 yards for a touch- 
down. 

Said Bukich later, “You need a first 
down, you throw a little screener to 
Sayers and he takes it 80 yards. It sort 
of removes the pressure.” 

Before that afternoon was over, Say- 
ers had scored on sweeps of 21 yards 
and seven yards, taken a Bukich pitch- 
out for 50 yards, plunged over from one 
yard out and then, to climax his great 
day, ran back a punt 85 yards. He not 
only broke a long-standing Bear record 
of five touchdowns in one game, but he 
also forced the tradition-minded Bears 
to break an old custom by awarding him 
the game ball for the second time in a 
season, Never before had the Bears 
bestowed that honor on one of its play- 
ers. “But what could we do?” said coach 
George Halas. “That was-the greatest 
game of football I have ‘ever seen a 
man play.” 

To cap the season appropriately, Say- 


ers was voted the NFL’s Rookie of the 
Year. 

But that was just the beginning. Gale 
whipped up an even bigger storm the 
following season when he raced off with 
the league’s rushing title and set a 
brand-new NFL mark for total yardage 
in one season with 2,440, He harvested 
this total by rushing for 1,231 yards, 
going 447 yards on receptions’, 718 
yards on kickoff returns and 44 on punt 
returns. He probably would have led 
the peanut vendors in hawking their 
wares in the stands if he had found the 
time. 

Included in Gale’s performances were 
runbacks of kickoffs of 93 yards against 
the Rams and 90 against the Vikings. 
By now, he had established himself as 
the league’s most dangerous ball-car- 
rier, He was a threat to go all the way 
any time he had the ball. Trying to 
analyze Sayers’ running style is like 
trying to trap a butterfly with a la- 
erosse stick, He does it with more than 
blazing speed. 

A typical Sayers run combines a 


quick start toward the line of scrim- 
mage, great balance, an ability to stay 
behind his blockers, his gift for being 
able to change direction quickly, his 
instinct for bolting through that little 
crack of daylight with power and the 
speed to run away from anybody. At an 
even six feet and 198 pounds, he’s a 
perfectly-constructed running back. 

In 1967, injuries began catching up 
with Sayers, though you’d never guess 
it from the statistical barrage he threw 
at opposing teams, Despite missing one 
full game and seeing only limited action 
in several others, he still managed to 
finish third in rushing with 880 yards 
for a 4.7 average; in addition, he ran 
back 16 kickoffs for 603 yards, he 
caught 16 passes for 126 yards and re- 
turned three punts for 80 yards. All 
told, he scored seven touchdowns for 
the season. Imagine what he would 
have done if he’d been healthy, 

Observing Sayers one day, Buddy 
Parker, for many years one of the 
NFL’s most successful coaches, said, 
*T thought I coached the two greatest 
backfields of all time—Angsman,,Trippi 
and Harder with the Cardinals, and 
Walker, Harder and Hoernschmeyer 
with the Lions. But Gale Sayers is the 
best all by himself.” 

There was no getting around it— 
Sayers was the best, by all accounts. 
For the third time in his three years in 
the league, he made the All-NFL team 
and played in his third Pro Bowl game. 
In his short tenure in the NFL, he had 
amassed more records than most play- 
ers ever get in a lifetime. To date, he 
has gained 3,834 yards on the ground, 
to rank fifth among all-time Bear run- 
ners, and he has 31 touchdowns rush- 
ing. “Even if he never plays another 
game, he’s in the Hall of Fame now,” 
says an NFL observer with a rival 
team. 

For all of Gale’s flamboyant style on 
a football field, his manner away from 
it almost contradicts that he is one and 
the same man, There is nothing in his 
behavior in civilian life to indicate the 
exciting and daring young man he is 
in a football suit. 

When he first came into the league, 

(Continued on page 58) 


A deadly hush fell over Wrigley Field when Sayers was carried off the field on a 


stretcher after hurting his knee against San Francisco. 


BALTIMORE’S NFL CHAMPIONS GO INTO 1969 HOPING JOHNNY UNITAS 
12 


By Murray Chass 


(| ee young quarterback took the 
ball from center and rolled out to 
the right. Instead of stopping and 
throwing, though, he tucked the ball 
under his arm and cut sharply toward 
the line. Suddenly, Jim Ward fell to 
the ground, his knee twisted under 
him. The youngster the Baltimore 
Colts had expected to be a reliable 
back-up man for Johnny Unitas had 
damaged the cartilage in his knee. 

That was August 10, 1968. Fifteen 
days later the Colts acquired veteran 
Earl Morrall from the New York 
Giants to take Ward’s place as Unitas’ 
understudy. 

“After Ward got hurt, we started 
shopping around for a veteran backup 
quarterback but found there weren’t 
many around,” Harry Hulmes, Balti- 
more’s general manager, recalls. “The 
Giants were anxious to clear their 
roster so they could bring back Gary 
Wood as a substitute for Fran Tarken- 
ton. Wood was a scrambler and Mor- 
rall wasn’t. As for the other veteran 
quarterbacks available, the price was 
much more than what the Giants would 
accept for Morrall. That’s what really 
dictated our trade for him. He didn’t 
cost us very much.” 

After another 18 days had gone by, 
the Colts were to begin to find out just 
how great a bargain they had received 
in giving up Butch Wilson, a reserve 
tight end, for Morrall. 

For on September 7, in their final ex- 
hibition game against the Dallas Cow- 
boys, Unitas severely damaged his 
right elbow, the one that belongs to 
the record-breakingest arm in pro foot- 
ball. “I was throwing off balance, try- 
ing to get rid of the ball on a deep 
pattern,” Unitas related. “Something 
snapped. I felt something give. I tore 
one muscle and pulled something else.” 

For the rest of the season, Unitas 
threw only 32 passes. Morrall, mean- 
while, operated as the Colts’ No. One 
quarterback and amazingly developed 
into the No. One quarterback in the 
National League as well. 

He completed 182 of 317 passes for 
2,909 yards and 26 touchdowns, earn- 
ing Player of the Year honors in the 
NFL and leading the Colts to their 
first league title since their successive 

continued on next page 


"Journeyman quarterback Earl Morrall was a second aringer throughout his 


NFL career until he found a job and stardom in the Baltimore backfield. 
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Johnny. Unitas unloads against Dallas—a familiar sight until the Tebslous 
Colts’ signal caller damaged his elbow and wound up watching Morrall. 


CAN COME BACK, BUT KNOWING EARL MORRALL CAN DO THE JOB TOO. 


MORRALL VS, UNITAS 


continued 


championships in 1958 and 1959. 

Then came the Super Bowl, and Mor- 
rall suddenly turned back into a pump- 
kin. Facing what most NFL experts 
considered an inferior secondary, Mor- 
rall completed only six of 17 passes for 
71 yards while the New York Jets in- 
tercepted three. The 16-7 loss, of course, 
was a shattering blow to the Colts, and 
much of their post-game thoughts cen- 
tered on a last-minute play in the first 
half that could have turned the game 
around and helped change the outcome. 
It was a play on which Morrall, back to 
pass, failed to see Jimmy Orr wide open 
in the end zone but instead threw to 
Jerry Hill and had the pass intercepted 
by Jim Hudson. 

“Earl hit Jimmy for a touchdown 
with that same play in the Atlanta 
game,” Coach Don Shula said after- 
ward, “You’d think he’d look for him 
here. He didn’t see the guy and he got 
intercepted.” 

Shula did not say at the time and 
hasn’t said since that he became disen- 
chanted with Morrall in that game, per- 
haps even with that play. But the out- 
come certainly didn’t help Morrall’s 
chances of retaining his job for 1969. 

Of course, the entire situation may 
be altered by the condition of Unitas’ 
arm. If it’s sound again, there’s no rea- 
son why Shula shouldn’t go with his 
superstar. If it’s not, the coach would 
not have much choice but to make Mor- 
rall his ace again, 

However, Unitas is confident he will 
be ready. 

“The doctor says I’ll be as good as 
new,” explained the 36-year-old Colt, 
who has one year to go on his three- 
year contract worth a reported $250,- 
000, “I’d like to keep going for another 
five years. But if I should find out I 
can’t throw, well, I’d have to sit down 
and talk about it. As of now, though, 
I’m taking the doctor at his word. And 
he says Ill be all right.” 


Unitas soaks his troublesome elbow (left) and seems to be wondering if he will ever 
be a top flight quarterback again. 


Of course, everyone expected Unitas 
to be all right last year, too, until that 
Dallas game. The year before, 1967, he 
‘had overcome his tennis elbow suffi- 
ciently enough to be named Player of 
the Year after sparking the Colts to 11 
victories and two ties in 14 games. 
That’s why Baltimore was concerned 
only with working in a solid back-up 
man last season, and that’s why they 
went after Morrall when Ward was 
injured. 

In the light of events, Morrall has to 
shudder when he recalls that he almost 
decided not to report to the Colts, his 
fifth team in 13 years. 

“When we were traded before, we 
always felt it was for the best,” ex- 
plained Jane Morrall, mother of their 
four children. “But this time it was 
most disappointing. We had many 
friends in the New York area and on 
the team, Earl and I talked for a long 
time about what we would do. “We 
seriously thought of not going to Balti- 
more. The children were in school, and 
it would mean another move for them. 
Earl’s first thoughts were that he 


Morrall, given his chance when Unitas couldn't throw, stepped in and led the Colts 
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to the NFL title. He was the MVP and gained 2909 yards passin. 
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wouldn’t play much since the Colts had 
Unitas.” 

“JT wasn’t really happy,” Morrall re- 
lated. “I was thinking I might not get 
to play again all year. I had had it up 
to here with being a back-up quarter- 
back. First I thought about not report- 
ing. Then I thought about asking Balti- 
more to trade me, There were several 
teams that could have used me as a 
regular. But finally I decided to report 
for several reasons. 

“In the first place I thought I might 
get to play more because Unitas had 
been bothered by his arm trouble. Also 
I knew Don Shula from our days in 
Detroit and figured I’d enjoy playing 
for him. I was also conscious of the 
fact that Baltimore was a team with a 
chance to win a championship. We came 
close at Detroit but never won it while 
I was there, I guess that was the thing 
that really made up my mind.” 

Detroit was the third stop for Mor- 
rall, an All-American at Michigan State 
the same year Unitas was playing semi- 
pro football for $6 a game with the 
Bloomfield Rams in Pittsburgh. After 
that season the San Francisco 49ers 
made Morrall their No. 1 draft pick, 
and the Colts signed Unitas with an 
85-cent phone call. 

Unitas soon became a star while 
Morrall floundered around as a reserve 
quarterback or as a partial first-string- 
er. Between San Francisco and Detroit, 
he stopped off in Pittsburgh for a year, 
and after Detroit he went to New York. 
He started for the Giants in 1965, but 
the next year he fractured his wrist and 
played only seven games. Then came 
scrambler Fran Tarkenton, and Morrall 
became a forgotten man in New York. 

“The Giants weren’t working me; 
they weren’t even talking to me,” he 
said of his status in the summer of 
1968. “You’ve got to reach the conclu- 
sion that everybody’s given up on you. 
You’ve got to start questioning your 
own ability.” 

Baltimore fans were quick to question 
Morrall’s ability in his first game. On 
his second pass in the season opener 
against San Francisco, tackle Roland 
Lakes batted the ball into the air, and 

(Continued on page 73) 
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CAN THE OLD MASTER WHO LED GREEN BAY 
OUT OF THE NFL WILDERNESS 

USE HIS STEEL-TRAP BRAIN AND [RON WILL 
TO FORGE A NEW DYNASTY? 


By Phil Berger 


this regime has nothing to do with democracy. For as 
Vincent Lombardi has said before: “There can be only one 
dominant man on a team. And he has to be the coach.” 

Lombardi has come to Washington to coach the Redskins. It 
is a chore worthy of a tough old guy like him. He takes over a 
team that was a loser in 1968 (5-9) and purportedly too ac- 
customed to pleasant living. 

In ’68, life wasn’t pleasant for Lombardi. The dynasty he 
had built as coach at Green Bay came tumbling down; the Pack- 
ers were losers. What’s more Lombardi was forced to agonize 
over it from the front office rather than on the playing field. He 
had retired the season before as coach, and accepted the duties 
of the more prestigious general manager post. He regretted it— 

“worst year of my life,” he said. He missed coaching. 


continued on page 18 
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Winning became a way of life for Vince 
Lombardi in Green Bay. - 


Vince Lombardi and Sam Huff—two old 
pros reunited—talk over their plans to 
make Redskins NFL power again. 


REDSKINS ON THE RISE 
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In ’68, another tough old guy, Sam 
Huff, was missing the action, too. Like 
Lombardi, Huff became an executive. 
The former New York Giant and Wash- 
ington Redskin linebacker was working 
on a management level with a New 
York fabric firm, for which he was 
being paid very well. But money didn’t 
ease the ache that the pro football void 
left. 

“T couldn’t stand it, not playing last 
year,” Huff said. “I was a nervous 
wreck. I missed it too much. My family 
and my friends were able to see it, so 
for as long as I can play now, I intend 
to. 

Lombardi is familiar with Huff’s 
football desire. When he was an assis- 
tant coach to Allie Sherman of the New 
York Giants, Huff was emerging as one 
of the NFL’s gutty and aggressive line- 
backers, a guy who simply loved to hit 
people who had a football in their 
hands. He was Lombardi’s kind of man. 

So when Vince became the coach at 
«Washington, he sought to persuade 
Huff to return to the Redskins. It didn’t 
take much persuading—even if tough 
old Sam had to take a salary cut from 
what he earned in his executive job. 
Huff signed as a Washington player- 
coach, saying, “Sure, I’m’ playing for 
less money. But it’s worth it. It’s worth 
every penny.” 

Whether Lombardi will be worth 
every penny Washington has paid him 
—a six-figure contract that includes 
partial ownership of the team—whether 
Vince can shake up the ’Skins and make 
them winners, well, that all remains to 
be seen, 

To be sure, it will be no easy task. 
The previous coach, Otto Graham, was 
considered too permissive with his play- 
ers. As a result, players did not take 
losing as a personal affront—the Lom- 
bardi way of seeing defeat, Rather the 
Redskins were happy losers, to the 
point where certain D.C. football re- 
porters referred to some of them as 
tia lousy bums.” 
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If anybody can reform a football 
team, Lombardi seems the man. He has 
the nature to explode a team to new 
heights. “I am restless, worrisome, de- 
manding, sometimes impatient and hot- 
tempered,” Lombardi once said in a 
rare moment of introspection, and if 
these traits do not qualify him for the 
priesthood he sought as a boy, they 
have served him admirably well in the 
more nitty-gritty milieu of professional 
football. 

In nine seasons of coaching at Green 
Bay, the complex Lombardi transformed 
the Packers from the patsys of the 
NFL into a byword for sporting excel- 
lence (six Western conference titles, 
five NFL titles and two Super Bowl 
Championships). He did it with a phi- 
losophy that was strictly purist (‘Foot- 
ball is two things,” he said. “It’s block- 
ing and tackling. You block and tackle 
better than the team you’re playing, 
you win.) and a dictatorial hold on 
the football flesh he employs. Said 
Green Bay’s defensive tackle Henry 
Jordan, half kiddingly: “The coach is 
very fair, He treats us all like dogs.” 

When a former Lombardi player at 
Green Bay, Jerry Kramer, was asked if 
Vince could bring discipline to the lax 
Redskin club, he told of his own experi- 
ences. 

“T was a second-year man who had 
come to camp early,” he said. “I stayed 
in my room while the rookies worked 
out. That night, Lombardi asked me, 
‘Where were you today?’ I said I was 
waiting for the regulars to start prac- 
tice. He answered, ‘When you’re in this 
camp, you will make all meetings, all 
meals, a curfew and all practices’.” 

Light out in the Lombardi camp was 
11 p.m. : 

“One night at that hour,” said Kra- 
mer, “Jim Taylor was sitting on the 
edge of his bed removing his socks, It 
cost him $25, Ray Nitschke was in his 
room making a phone eall. It cost him 
$50. Two guys outside the building paid 
$125 each.” 

Indeed Lombardi does not coddle his 
players. But it is not merely the off- 


hours in which Vince employs a stern 
guiding hand. As the Skins will learn, 
he is plenty tough on the field, a per- 
fectionist in fact. 

To make his team function properly, 
which is to say perfectly, Lombardi will 
not abide mistakes or lack of effort, 
especially lack of effort. “Vince Lom- 
bardi works you so hard,” said Hank 
Greminger, a onetime Packer defensive 
back, “that if he told you to go to hell, 
you’d enjoy the trip.” 

Recalled Jerry Kramer: “He worked 
us unmercifully. He had people like 
Hornung and Starr taking extra laps. 
I jumped offside one time, He screamed, 
‘The concentration span of a college 
student is 15 to 20 minutes. A high 
school student, 10 to 15 minutes. A kid 
in grammar school, maybe one minute. 
Where the hell does that leave You?!’ ” 

Lombardi’s tongue-lashings left the 
Packers steaming, Behind his back, the 
players called him Jl Duce and The 
Hornet and created a lore about him. 
The favorite Lombardi story used to 
be told by Green Bay halfback Paul 
Hornung. 

According to Hornung, Lombardi was 
mobbed by autograph seekers on re- 
turning to Green Bay after a successful 
game on the Coast. Patiently, he stood 
in the chill evening, doing his best to 
oblige the Packer fans with his signa- 
ture. The night wore on, It was cold 
and unpleasant and Lombardi was ex- 
hausted, At last, the line of autograph 
seekers dwindled to nothing, and Lom- 
bardi drove home. He was so tired, he 
immediately went to bed. Almost asleep, 
Lombardi—so Hornung told it—heard 
his wife say, “God, your feet are cold!” 

“You may call me Vincent in bed, 
dear,” Lombardi is said to have re- 
plied. 

On another occasion, Lombardi was 
off on a pre-season hunting trip. After 
travelling all day, he finally arrived at 
his northern destination. Before turning 
in for the night, he snapped open his 
suitcase and began unpacking. Slowly, 
carefully, he put away his belongings. 
Suddenly, he spied something. Roaring 


Ex-Heisman Trophy winner Gary Beban, relegated to the bench as a rookie last year, 


figures in Lombardi’s plans—but not necessarily at quarterback. 
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Will there be a clash of p 


with laughter, he held up his favorite 
hunting shirt. Somebody had painted a 
bullseye on the front and labelled it, 
“Italian hunting shirt.” The jokers, it 
turned out, were quarterbacks Bart 
Starr and Zeke Bratkowski, two of the 
more reserved Packers. 

Lombardi responded then—as on most 
occasions when the joke is on him—with 
laughter. For all his abrasiveness, the 
man is not without humor, but—and 
this applies for all dealings with him— 
there are certain unwritten rules. 
“Players laugh and joke with him,” a 
Packer said, “but only up to a certain 
point. You were afraid to go over a 
certain step. The Baltimore players, for 
example, call Don Shula, Shoe. You 
never heard us call him Vince, It’s al- 
ways Coach Lombardi or Mr. Lom- 
bardi.” 

Lorbardi is aware of his apotheosis 
as a coach; but he has never taken it 
seriously. In fact, he has been known 
to joke about his image. Once, at a 
practice session, he swatted at a bee 
that buzzed about him. The bee, quite 
naturally, returned. Afterwards, Lom- 
bardi told reporters, with a trace of a 
smile: “I got stung on the back of the 
neck during practice today. The bee 
died.” 

Of course, all that Vince Lombardi 
has achieved means nothing in ’69. At 
Washington, it is a new challenge. His 
reputation is at stake. 

Already Lombardi has indicated he 
is prepared to meet the challenge. At a 
preseason press conference, it was sug- 
gested to Lombardi that he might have 
trouble checking on the after-hour ac- 
tivities of his players. 

“Washington isn’t Green Bay, you 
know,” said columnist Morris Siegel. 
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Said Lombardi: “Green Bay has 15 
times more bars than Washington. And 
I took care of things there.” 

It has been said that Lombardi took 
such good care of Packer night life that 
before a Green Bay transgressor had 
knocked the foam off a beer, or called 
for another chunk of ice in his highball, 
Vince had been alerted. 

What makes the situation at Wash- 
ington more ticklish for Lombardi is 
that his star player, quarterback Sonny 
Jurgensen, is not averse to the good 
times during a season. 

Many observers feel that Jurgensen 
represents the coach’s most difficult 
problem, not so much for Sonny’s social 
predisposition but for his explosive 
temperament. 

At Green Bay, Lombardi had the 
perfect leader in Bart Starr, an even- 
tempered gentleman who played away 
from Lombardi’s moods, But Jurgensen 
is a cat of another stripe, and the pros- 
pect of sparks flying seems inevitable 

Should Vince get straight with his 
quarterback, there will be other prob- 
lems, mainly those of reshaping the 
existent football talent at Washington. 

Before training camp even began, 
Lombardi indicated that he’d place 
much stress on building a running 
attack that would afford balance to the 
pass-heavy Redskin offense. 

Just as he had a running-passing 
threat at New York (where he was 
offensive coach) in Frank Gifford and 
at Green Bay in Hornung, Lombardi 
intends to find one at Washington. 

That man may be former UCLA 
quarterback and Heisman Trophy win- 
ner Gary Beban, who saw limited duty 
behind Jurgensen last year. 

In preseason talks, Lombardi was 


rgenson and Coach Lombardi? Some people think so. 


saying that Beban could be his Hornung. 
In that case, Ray McDonald would be 
his Jim Taylor. The hard-driving full- 
back has not realized his potential to 
date as a pro, but Lombardi has been 
known to inspire people. 

Tough guy Huff should inspire the 
younger defensive personnel that the 
Skins have, but Sam may produce some 
problems for Washington. For one 
thing, Huff will be working under his 
old Giant teammate, Harland Svare, 
who will be the head defensive coach. 

Both have a healthy respect for the 
other’s opinions on defense, but the 
question is can Huff remain subordinate 
to Svare without hard feelings surfac- 
ing and having a divisive influence on 
the team? 

That is only part of Huff’s problem. 
Face it, Sam has grown older and what 
served him well when he played with 
people like Andy Robustelli and Rosey 
Grier and, yes, Svare, may no longer 
be helpful against the fast and furious 
people now playing football in the NFL. 

But Huff, like Lombardi, is a tough 
old guy, and he says he can still make 
the plays. If so, it will bolster the Red- 
skin club. 

But even without Huff, Washington 
has ballplayers who are respected 
around the league, a line anchored by 
Walter Rock and John Wooten, re- 
ceivers led by Charley Taylor and Jerry 
Smith and, of course, Jurgensen, 

And Lombardi is just the man to 
throw the fear of God into the Red- 
skins’ Eastern foes. Said Raymond 
Berry, former Colt end, now the Dallas 
receiver coach: ‘“When we play Wash- 
ington this year, we’re going to have to 
put out all the way or get run off the 
field,” ‘ 


John Madden is the new Oakland coach and 


BY RON RAPOPORT 


JOHN RAUCH 


he’ll stay as long as he remembers that Al Davis runs the show. 


SENT said Al Davis, mulling it over carefully as if 
he was completing a final exam, “No, I don’t 
think it was Lincoln.” 

‘Maybe it was Stephen Douglas,” someone suggested. 

“Mmm, I don’t think so,” added a third. “Benjamin 
Franklin, I think.” 

Somebody wandering into the conversation in mid- 
flight might have been forgiven for wondering just what 
in the world was going on. How had a press conference, 
at which the new coach of the Oakland Raiders had just 
been formally introduced, turned into a seminar on 
American history? 

There was a perfectly logical explanation, of course. 

To those who had followed Davis’ thoughts from the 
beginning it seemed only natural that everybody should 
be trying to determine the origin of the quote the Raiders’ 
professional boss had just uttered. Al himself wasn’t 
sure, in fact. 

Over in the corner of the dining room of the Oakland 
motel, which is just across the freeway from the sprawl- 
ing pressure cooker known as the Coliseum complex 
where the Raiders play their home games, was big, red- 
haired John Madden, the man who will coach the club for 
at least the next few year's. That is, if he can pass the eo aOR 
tests of Al Davis. COE ee 4 

Madden was going through the endless chain of sepa- Daryle Lamonica has led Oakland to con- 

rate radio and television interviews with every sports- RESENG: ACE Iestern Stee, 
‘aster in the San Francisco Bay Area (““New Oakland 
Raider Coach John Madden told me exclusively today 
that ...’’) and now the newspaper reporters had gath- 
ered around Davis. 

Davis praised Madden. “He has great abilities as a 
teacher and communicator,” disagreed with Vince Lom- 
bardi, who had just gone to the Washington Redskins 
saying he missed the challenge of creating, “The big 
challenge is maintaining, going forward, creating is 
easy.” And then was asked the inevitable question. 

It is, perhaps, surprising that Al Davis doesn’t exhibit 
the slightest trace of anger or exasperation when he is 
asked if he controls the Raiders on the field or whether 
coach Madden does. His answer may not be all that defin- 
itive, but it is dispatched pleasantly. 

“We have teamwork on this team,” said Davis. “Who 
was it who said, ‘A house divided against itself cannot 

continued on next page 


’ 


Al Davis keeps the Oakland pressure cook- 
er steaming and the Raiders on top. 


Jack Kemp (15) sat out all of last year with a knee injury sustained in practice. Now he'll try to come back under Coach John 


INSIDE OAKLAND‘S 
PRESSURE COOKER 
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stand?’” Answer: Abraham Lincoln, 
1858, Springfield, Ill., in a slight para- 
phrase of the Gospel according to St. 
Mark. 

Al Davis is, of course, a genius. 
Sports Illustrated says so. Buffalo Bills’ 
owner Ralph Wilson says so. The Raid- 
er press book says so. He is also com- 
plete boss of the Oakland Raiders, far 
more so than when he was its coach and 
general manager from 1963-1966. 

He sets the policy, hires the coaches, 
makes the trades, picks the college 
draftees, issues the announcements and 
helps formulate the game plans. He also 
is given the credit and, dutifully, takes 
the blame. _ 

He also runs what is unquestionably 
the tightest ship in professional foot- 
ball. Eastern writers who visited Oak- 
land for the American Football 
League’s Western Division playoff game 
with Kansas City last December were 
aghast to find themselves barred not 
only from practice sessions, but also 
from the usually friendly confines of 
the locker room. 

And when it became obvious to every- 
one that John Rauch was on his way 
out as coach, the Raiders wouldn’t 
admit it was even a possibility and the 
announcement that Rauch had been 
named coach of the Buffalo Bills was 
the first official confirmation of that 
fact. 

“Between you and me,” Davis had 
Said earlier in a hush-voiced telephone 
conversation in which even “hello” was 
22 


off the record, “I think John wants a 
team of his own.” 

When there is an announcement to be 
made, it is invariably timed for release 
in the afternoon, for the pleasure of the 
Oakland Tribune, which covers the team 
only slightly less exhaustively than it 
might the Presidential election. 

This led the morning San Francisco 
Chronicle, which rightly guessed that 
Madden would be the new coach several 
days before it was made official, to say 
that the Raiders would only admit that 
the sun will rise in the morning for 
afternoon release. 

Davis’ total control of the club led 
some observers to predict that he would 
make himself the coach, replacing 
Rauch. Davis denied it and kept deny- 
ing with great piety, “Al Davis will 
never coach again,” he said. Of course 


John Madden, 33, is Oakland's new coach 
and youngest in the AFL. 
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he proved to be a man of his word, Or 
did he? 

Consider these similarities between 
the young Al Davis, just 33 when he 
became coach and general manager of 
the Oakland Raiders in 1968 and the 
youngest man to hold both positions in 
pro football at the time, and the young 
John Madden, just 338 when he became 
coach of the Oakland Raiders in 1968 
and the youngest man to hold that posi- 
tion at the time. 

Before he took the job with the Raid- 
ers, Davis had never been a pro head 
coach, gaining his reputation as an 
assistant coach and tenacious recruiter 
at Adelphi, The Citadel, South Caro- 
lina, Southern California and the San 
Diego Chargers under Sid Gillman. 

Madden’s only experience in the pros 
is with the Raiders—he was the young- 
est assistant on Rauch’s staff—which he 
joined as linebacker coach in 1967. Be- 
fore that, he was a coach at a junior 
college and for three years was defen- 
sive coach at San Diego State, the top 
small-college team in the country. 

Clearly, Madden is far from the 
experienced, well-schooled technician 
who is usually named head coach of a 
pro team. On his elevation to the head 
job, a Raider spokesman listed his main 
attributes as an excellent relationship 
with the players and “a lot of energy 
and a real curiosity about football.” 

Thus, Madden is likely not only to 
accept but actively to seek out the 
opinions on the day-to-day and game-to- 
game running of the team from Davis, 
a man he refers to as having “one of 
the best minds in all of football.” 

Madden, himself, confirms his will- 
ingness to share the responsibility, say- 

(Continued on page 68) 


HOW JOHN BOTT ZOOMED 


HIS PAY 300 PE 


“‘More people should know 
about this business. It’s 
great,” he writes 


It was just one disappointing job after 
another for John Bott. He sold insur- 
ance. Then he sold mutual funds. Then 
he was a sales clerk in a sporting goods 
store. But nothing worked out. And it 
was getting late in the game. 

John was energetic and ambitious. 
But he just didn’t have the training to 
get up where the money is. And he 
couldn’t afford to simply quit and go 
to school. 

So it looked like deadend. It looked 
like life was going to be just a series of 
piddling jobs with no security, no fu- 
ture, no pay-off. And it might have 
been, except for one thing: 

John Bott mailed a coupon like the 
one on this page. Jt was the single, most 
profitable act of his life! It changed 
everything, almost overnight. 


FREE BOOK PUTS JOHN BOTT 
ON THE ROAD TO BIG INCOME 


That coupon brought John Bott a 
fascinating free book from Universal 
Schools — and it’s an eye-opener! It 
tells the little-known story of a world 
of money-making opportunity all 
around you in the booming Accident 
Investigation field. 

It was all news to John. Like most 
men, he’d hardly ever heard of Acci- 
dent Investigation. He didn’t know the 
first thing about it. Yet, he sensed that 
here was his lifetime opportunity. And 
he was right! 


Soon John Bott was moving rapidly ahead 
toward an entirely new career. Within five 
months he was earning nearly $10,000, plus 
car and business expenses, as an Accident 
Investigator. Now, still a new-comer to the 
field, he’s making $12,000 and still mov- 
ing up. 

“T only wish I had seen your ads years 
ago,” John writes to Universal. “You 
folks have started me off on a new life. 
This is the most interesting work I have 
ever done. Your earnings are only lim- 
ited by your ability and ambition.” 


FREE PLACEMENT SERVICE 


Universal Schools provides prompt, 
effective job placement help in any 
part of the United States and Canada. 
More than 1,000 companies have re- 
quested and receive our monthly 
list of graduates. Universal trains 
and places more men in the Ac- 
cident Investigation field than any 
other school. Or, if you would prefer 
to start your own full or part time 
business, we will show you exactly 
how to do it. 
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APPROVED FOR VETERANS’ TRAINING 


John Bott, Houston, Tex.,is shown here 
investigating an accident. 


HE LEARNED THE SECRETS OF 


SUCCESS IN JUST 30 MINUTES 


John Bott skimmed through Univer- 
sal’s free book in 30 minutes and changed 
his life. He learned many surprising, 
money-making facts. But the three 
points that showed John the way to real 
success are these: 


@ That Accident Investigation is part 
of the biggest business in the world 
today. It’s a $20 billion industry boom- 
ing to new growth every year. More 
than 22 million accidents and losses must 
be investigated and settled for insurance 
and other companies every year, all 
across the country and in Canada. 


@ That more and more trained men are 
urgently needed to handle this tremen- 
dous workload everywhere — in cities, 
towns and rural areas. Men are needed 
immediately to work full time for large 
and small companies, to work part time, 
or to operate their own independent 
service companies. There’s absolutely 
no selling involved. 


@ That for 20 years Universal’s train- 
ing-by-mail plan and free placement 
service have been the paths to success 
for hundreds of men in this fast-growing 
field — most of them men with no col- 
lege and no experience. 

When John Bott learned these facts, 
everything fell into place. Here was the 
proven shortcut into a real profession. 


R CENT 


He enrolled for Universal correspond- 
ence training immediately. 


HE TRAINED WITHOUT RISK, 
IN SPARE TIME AT HOME 


It was surprisingly easy. John simply 
studied his lessons-by-mail at home in 
his spare time. He set his own pace. He 
didn’t miss a single paycheck because he 
easily kept right on with his old job while 
he trained. 

In brief, clear, fascinating lessons, 
John Bott learned exactly how to step in 
and start making money in Accident In- 
vestigation. And, obviously, that’s just 
what he did. “My income is three times 
what it was before getting into this 
field,” he writes. 

John is working for a large, independ- 
ent company in Houston, Texas. His 
income is above average for the field, 
but it shows what a Universal-trained 
man can do in this amazing business, 
starting from scratch. For example, here 
are some more reports from Universal 
students: 

“My income has more than doubled.”— 
James T. Woodruff, Louisiana. 

“An immediate 40% increase in pay.” 
—Bill Ruhnke, Missouri. 

“A raise every three months for the next 
two years, plus new car and expenses.”— 
Oscar Singletary, Georgia. 


FIND YOUR OPPORTUNITY 
NOW! SEND FOR FREE BOOK 
OF FACTS RIGHT AWAY 


Act today and you will shortly have 
in your hands the same free book that 
put John Bott and so many other men 
on road to new success. There’s no ob- 
ligation. No salesman will call. Simply 
mail the coupon below or write to Uni- 
versal Schools, 6801 Hillcrest, Dallas, 
Texas 75205. 

You'll learn why Accident Investiga- 
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Wier the moment of truth arrived for professional football to take 
the final and most binding step in the merger between the two 
leagues, it turned out to be relatively easy. 


It only took 13 days of meetings on both coasts climaxed by 36 hours 
of non-stop negotiations for the National League to surrender three 
of its most successful franchises, Cleveland, Baltimore and Pitts- 
burgh, to the American League. 


The kicking, biting and scratching may take even longer to heal. 
Take 26 men into an office and try to get them to agree on anything. 


It’s not easy. Make each of them millionaires and the task is next to 
impossible. 

But Pete Rozelle, pro football’s high commissioner, is no ordinary ad- 
ministrator. He laid it on the line to the pro owners who, by the way, 
pay his salary. He told them that they’d have a solution to the sticky 
realignment problem by the 13th day or else he’d give them one. 


Rozelle locked the owners into continuous session which began at 
10 a.m. on the 12th day. By 10 p.m. on the 13th day, he had his agree- 
ment. 

Realignment moved the NFL champions, Baltimore, and the run- 
ners-up, Cleveland, and one of the league’s oldest and most tradi- 
tion bound franchises, Pittsburgh, into the upstart American League 
(or Conference as pro football will call it) in 1970. 


The Browns and Steelers will play in Division | along with Cincinnati 
and Houston. Baltimore moves into Division II with, of all people, the 
New York Jets, as well as Boston, Buffalo and Miami. Division III 

continued on page 26 


Johnny Unitas (19), shown Here Pose against Jets in the Super Bowl last January, starts getting a regu- 


lar season shot at New York in i 
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Leroy Kelly (44) and the rest of the Cleveland Browns move into an AFL division ‘in 1970 that includes the Cincinnati Bengals, 
coached by ex-Cleveland boss Paul Brown. Another instant rivalry is born. 


PRO FOOTBALL'S 
REALIGNMENT BATTLE 


Here’s how the 26 pro owners decided that 
the Colts, Browns and Steelers 
would switch from the NFL to the AFL in 1970. 
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THE PRO FOOTBALL 
REALIGNMENT BATTLE 


continued 


leaves three AFL powerhouses—Oakland, 
Kansas City and San Diego—along with 
poor, little old Denver. 

The rivalries created and sustained 
were made in heaven, or rather in Pete 
Rozelle’s plush Park Ave. offices. 

There is the carry-over Browns-Steelers 
rivalry which is always good for 83,000 
fans in Cleveland's lakefront stadium. 
And there is the natural Cleveland- 
Cincinnati rivalry matching the Browns 
against the man who built them into 
NFL champions and now is babying the 
Bengals through infancy, Paul Brown. 

In Division Il, there are the Colts and 
the Jets, who created an instant rivalry 
in the Super Bow! last January. Under 
the old line-up of leagues and teams, 
they might not have met again for years. 
But realignment will fan the flames of 
this one twice a year starting in 1970. 

With ready-made matchups like that, 
you may wonder why it took the pro own- 
ers so long to decide which teams to 
shuffle off to the AFL. The reason is 
that the owners were concerned with 
other little items like television revenue 
and compensation for moving to a league 
where visiting shares in smaller ball 
parks like Boston and Buffalo shrink. 

At first, Rozelle and most of the NFL 
owners wanted to leave well enough 
alone and continue to operate the 
leagues with separate identities and with 
10 AFL teams and 16 NFL teams, 

But that plan was scuttled early by 
AFL militants like Paul Brown, who point- 
ed out that the merger agreement called 
for a realignment. Brown, in fact, had 
returned to pro football with Cincinnati's 
new-born franchise only because it meant 
a return, eventually, to the NFL. 

And that's exactly what he's getting 
because the 26 pro clubs will operate 
under the NFL name with the leagues 
being split into the American and 
National Conferences, 

Once they had committed themselves 
to a reshuffling, the fun began. The 
question, of course, was just who would 
shuffle. 

“Not us," said Art Modell, boss of the 
Browns and president of the NFL. 


Art Modell (left), president of the NFL, Mi 


It Woodard (center), president of the AFL, 


a *. 


~_ 


- ee y 
Se aka AHL 


Pittsburgh’s Don Shy (25) is one of several NFL stars who shuffled over to the AFL 


in the pro football realignment. 


Modell said that the exit of certain. NFL 
franchises, his own included, would 
emasculate the league. 

The talk centered around some of the 
newer and less successful NFL teams 
like Atlanta and New Orleans. Minnesota, 
Washington, St. Louis and Philadelphia 
also were mentioned at one time or 
another. About the only ones not men- 
tioned were Cleveland, Baltimore and 
Pittsburgh. 

The owners began the early scuffling 
in Palm Springs, Calif., meeting there 
for a week in March. Then came a week 
in New York with no solution. 

“! liked the Palm Springs meeting 
much more,”’ remarked one newsman, 
who waited out the final marathon hours 
in a New York hotel’s press suite. “It 
was much nicer waiting by the pool.” 

Rozelle felt out several clubs about 
their willingness to shift leagues. “There 
are 26 teams,” he said, “and you get 
26 different viewpoints and solutions to 
the problem.” 

The break in the problem came, of all 


and Commissioner Pete Rozelle (right), helped the owners hammer out the final 


realignment solution after 13 days. 
26 
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places, from Modell, the boss of the 
Browns. 

“Pete and | had been working closely 
on this thing,” he explained. “He had 
been in contact with many of the teams. 
If we had come up with total realignment 
everything would have gone down the 
drain. We have had rivalries among the 
teams and they had to be maintained.” 

One of the key rivalries was Pitts- 
burgh-Cleveland. Approached about a 
switch, Art Rooney, patriarch of the 
Steelers, ruled his club out, Then came 
the suggestion of a conference with the 
Browns, Cincinnati and Houston and 
Rooney agreed. 

“If certain things are agreed to,” 
Modell told Rozelle, “Cleveland would be 
available.” 

The groundwork was laid. 

Baltimore had been one of the few 
teams to entertain thoughts of a shift 
even vaguely. Carroll Rosenbloom, owner 
of the Colts, was one of the originators 
of the three-team-shift plan and there 
were slim indications that he might even 
consent to be one of the shifters. 

“You go ahead and live with a dame 
for 20 years," smiled Rosenbloom, think- 
ing of his 20-year association with the 
NFL, “And even if there are difficulties, 
you develop a deep affection. You know 
what you've got and you don’t know 
what you're going to get with a change.” 

But Rosenbloom decided to take his 
chances, lured perhaps by the lucrative 
Jets’ pairing. 

“In the final analysis,” he said, “I 
believe five or six teams would have 
made the move for the good of the game.” 

Presented with the three-team pack- 
age of Cleveland, Baltimore and Pitts- 
burgh, the American League owners 
didn't hesitate. 

“It’s great,” enthused Weeb Ewbank, 
general manager and coach of the Jets. 
“| don’t know how we could have gotten 

(Continued on page 71) 
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Jubilant Jets ‘embr 
Super Bowl victory. 


By MIKE RATHET 


AN Joe Namath take the New York Jets to the 
Super Bowl again? 

Can O. J. Simpson pull the Buffalo Bills into title 
contention? 

Can a second-place team wind up as the Amer- 
ican Football League champion? 

There is a good chance that the answers to 
questions No. One and Two will be yes. And, oddly 
enough, the answer to question No. Three is the 
same. For this is not only the year Namath tries to 
encore and Simpson debuts, but also the year that 
the AF'L tests a new playoff system. 

Under the new scheme, winning a division title 
will entitle a team only to entry into the semifinals. 
So there is no guarantee that one of the division 
winners will wind up in the Super Bow] against the 
National Football League champion. 

The way it will work is simple: The Eastern 
Division champion will meet the Western Division 
runner-up in one semifinal playoff while the Western 
titlist meets the Eastern runner-up in the other for 
the right to move on to the AFL championship game. 

It is therefore possible that the title game itself 
will wind up as a test between teams which finished 
second in their divisions or as a final test between 
teams of the same division. 

The system is supposed to guarantee that the best 
AFL team marches into the Super Bowl, but it’s just 
as likely that an upset could produce the opposite. 

It also means that the Jets, in order to repeat, 
don’t necessarily have to win the Eastern title. But 
they do, after playing 14 regular season games, have 
to knock off Kansas City and Oakland on successive 
weeks to get back into the Super Bow]. 

That’s a tough assignment and it doesn’t look 
from here as if they can do it. Here, as a matter of 
fact, is how it does look: 


EAST WEST 
New York Oakland 
Buffalo Kansas City 
Houston San Diego 
Miami Denver 
Boston Cincinnati 

PLAYOFFS 


Oakland over Buffalo 
New York over Kansas City 
_~CHAMPIONSHIP 
Oakland over New York 
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his head as well as his arm last year, is just begin- 
NEW YORK JETS ning to reach maturity as a quarterback. Matt Snell 
proved in the Super Bowl he can be the fullback he 


was before he was injured and running mate Emer- 


AFL—EASTERN DIVISION son Boozer now has had one season to test his ailing 
leg. 

1968 FINISH Namath, of course, still has his trio of outstand- 

WLT ing receivers—possibly the best threesome in pro- 

First 11 3 0 fessional football—in flanker Don Maynard, split 
os end George Sauer and tight end Pete Lammons. 

1969 PREDICTION _Snell and Boozer will have help and/or competi- 

First tion at running back—the viewpoint depending on 


who you are—from Lee White, last year’s No. One 
draft choice who is returning after a knee injury; 
veteran Billy Joe, and a solid addition from the col- 
lege draft in Chris Gilbert of Texas. 

That alone would seem to be enough to make the 
offense more potent, but in addition Coach Weeb 
Ewbank tapped Ohio State tackle Dave Foley as the 
Jet’s No. One draft choice in an attempt to strengthen 
the one weak link that developed last season. 

Foley likely will give holdover Sam Walton a 
tough battle for one of the tackle spots on the line 
that also includes guards Dave Herman and either 
Bob Talamini or Randy Rasmussen, tackle Winston 
Hill and center John Schmitt—a line that allowed 
Jet quarterbacks to be dumped for losses only 18 
times last year. 

And when all that offense is added up, there’s still 
place-kicker Jim Turner, the league’s leading scorer 
and field goal record-setter. 

As for the defense, it too could be stronger, mere- 
ly because young Steve Thompson is expected to 
push Verlon Biggs at end and young Carl McAdams 
is expected to push Paul Rochester at tackle. The 
survivors will link up with end Gerry Philbin and 
tackle John Elliott. 

The linebacking is set with Larry Grantham, Al 
Atkinson and Ralph Baker returning and so is the 
secondary with safeties Jim Hudson and Billy Baird 
and three holdover cornerbacks to choose from— 
Johnny Sample, Randy Beverly and Cornell Gordon. 

In the East, it all adds up to an easy jog to an- 
other division title for the Jets before the new play- 
off system trips them up. A 


Flanker Don Maynard i i d | ; j RUSHING _ ATTS. 
defender im Warren, Maynard scored 10 TDs ir 71969. Matt Snell ee 179 
Emerson Boozer = 143 
PASSING ATT: 
OE NAMATH sprouted a Fu Manchu mustache Joe Namath |» 388 
last year, but it would be more appropriate this ie 
year because thee doesn’t seem to be a team in the scan oh oe 
Eastern Division with a Chinaman’s chance of tak- . Don aay te 57 
ing the title away from the New York Jets. » sie oo 
The reason is two-fold: None of the key members SCORING © ID 
of the team has grabbed his championship ring Jim Turner “il 


and retired and there is every reason to believe that Don Maynard sd 

the components which brought the AFL its first |... - 

triumph over the NFL in the Super Bow! will mesh | BuNIIE 

even more smoothly. pe kd 
Namath, who proved he could move the Jets with oes 
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Buffalo's Jack Kemp (15) gets ready to fire against New York. 
He’ll try to come back this season. 
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O. J. Simpson (32) brings Heisman Trophy glamour and power 
running to Buffalo's backfield. 


IHERE has been so much noise made about the 

coming of O. J. Simpson to Buffalo that it has 
almost totally obscured the other events that could 
propel the Bills back into title contention. 

While there is no doubt that the Bills have some- 
thing in Simpson, he alone will not turn a 1-12-1 
record upside down. But the latest medical report 
will—for the doctor’s advice as much as Simpson, 
will be the key to the 1969 season. 

The Bills were a 1-12-1 team last year only be- 
cause an unusual string of injuries deprived them 
of the services for various lengths of time of the 
one thing a pro team cannot do without—a quarter- 
back. 

So many Buffalo quarterbacks passed the bench 
on stretchers last year that a reserve running 
back, Ed Rutkowski, wound up throwing the ball 
around. 

The situation likely will be rectified rather quick- 
ly with the return of No. One quarterback Jack Kemp, 
who has had the entire season to recuperate from a 
knee operation. 

While he watched from the sidelines last year he 
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Second 


couldn’t help but like what he saw, despite the 1-12-1 
record. For what he saw was the rapid development 
of two promising receivers—Haven Moses and Rich- 
ard Trapp. 

Simpson, Kemp, Moses, and Trapp are respected 
names, and there also is a new air of optimism with 
the arrival of John Rauch, the former Oakland 
coach, who has the best record in the AFL and 
proved he knew how to get to the throne room with 
the Raiders. 

With Simpson and Kemp in the line-up and the 
possibility that a surprise No. Two draft choice, Bill 
Enyart of Oregon State, might wind up as the 
starting fullback, the Bills have offensive power. 

The only problem would be if guard Joe O’Donnell 
and tackle Dick Hudson, both lost last season with 
knee injuries, can’t rejoin their other mates on the 
offensive line—center Al Bemiller, guard Billy 
Shaw, tackle Stew Barber and tight end Paul Costa. 

Defensively there seems to be only one problem 
spot on a unit that always has been as strong as 
any in the league. That’s right end, where Tom Day 
will be challenged for the starting job by rookie 
Julian Nunamaker of Tennessee-Martin. 

The other 10 on defense are tops—tackle Tom 
Sestak and Jim Dunaway, end Ron McDole, line- 
backers Paul Guidry, Harry Jacobs and Mike Strat- 
ton and backs George Byrd, Booker Edgerson, 
George Saimes and Tom Janik. 

It’s not quite enough to topple the Jets, but it’s 
enough to move the Bills into the No. Two spot. A 


__ HOUSTON OILERS 
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HE odd thing about the Houston Oilers is that 

the offense didn’t click last year and the defense 

did—but when it came time to strengthen the club 
it was the defense that got the new material. 

You have to figure that one of two ways: Either 
the Oilers feel that defense is the key to their title 
chances or they feel the equipment needed for the 
offense was on hand despite the poor statistical 
results. 

The latter is probably the closest to the truth for 
all that seems to be needed offensively is the right 
guy to turn the ignition key—and the Oilers still are 
hoping that one of the three quarterbacks on hand 


Power-running Hoyle Granger gained 848 yards rushing last 
year, many of them on quick openers like this. 
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can do it. 

The most likely candidate is Pete Beathard, 
who missed a good part of the season after under- 
going an appendectomy and was unable to get the 
offense rolling when he returned. There still is, 
however, hope that he will eventually blossom. 

If not, the candidates are Don Trull, who was 
traded away and then brought back, and young Bob 
Davis, now in his third year and possibly ready to 
step in more often and possibly. even challenge 
Beathard for the No. One job. 

While the quarterback situation remained un- 
settled last season, the Oilers did unveil a pair of 
promising rookie receivers in Mac Haik and Jim 
Beirne and found that tight end Alvin Reed had be- 
come one of the toughest in the league at his 
position. 

If Beathard, Trull or Davis can find them with 
their passes, the Oilers should be stronger for the 
running game is sound with Hoyle Granger at full- 
back and Roy Hopkins expected to take hold at the 
other running back spot. 

As for the defensive unit, there wasn’t much 
room for improvement last season, but it should 
be that much more efficient with the addition of No. 
One draft choice Ron Pritchard of Arizona State and 
trade-acquisition Leroy Mitchell. 

Pritchard, who carries much the same credentials 
as George Webster did when he arrived at Houston, 
is expected to battle holdover Olen Underwood for 
the right side linebacking job on the trio that also 
includes middle man Garland Boyette. 

Mitchell was worth four men to Houston, the 
Oilers sending cornerback Larry Carwell, receiver 
Charley Frazier, running back Sid Blanks and line- 
backer Ron Caveness to Boston in exchange. Mit- 
chell will step right in and strengthen a secondary 
led by Miller Farr. 

The offense, however, remains a question-mark 
with Beathard No. Eight among the league’s quarter- 
backs last year, completing only 47 per cent of his 
passes and finding receivers in the end zone just 
seven times. 

That’s hardly enough to recommend the Oilers as 


title contenders. A 
1968'S BEST 
4 ATTS. YDS.  AVG/RUSH 1D 
202 848 42 7 


Hoyle Granger 
Woodie Campbell 115 436 38 6 
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oT Baie Miami Dolphins are the exact opposite of the 
Houston Oilers—they’ve got the guy with the 
ignition key in Bob Griese but there’s not much 
armament with which to stop the opposition. 

Rated right behind Joe Namath as the best young 
quarterback in the league, Griese is headed into only 
his third season.in the AF'L following a 1968 cam- 
paign in which he completed 52.4 per cent of his 
passes for 2,473 yards and 21 touchdowns. 

He should get better with maturity and the return 
of injured receiver Jack Clancy to go with improvy- 
ing Kar] Noonan and tight end Doug Moreau. There 
also should be more consistent running to comple- 
ment his passing with more expected from two soph- 
omores, Jim Kiick and Larry Csonka. 

Csonka was hampered by injuries last year but is 
expected to eventually become one of the AFL’s 
better fullbacks. Kiick proved a sudden sensation 
because of his ‘versatility as he finished seventh in 
rushing and tenth in receiving—the only player in 
the entire league to crack the top ten in both 
categories. 

So the problem is the defense, and it may be less 
of a problem this year with the addition of a sure- 
fire No. One draft choice in defensive end Bill Stan- 
fill of Georgia and trade-acquisition Nick Buoniconti, 
who could plug the middle linebacking hole. 

Stanfill is expected to anchor one of the ends of 
the front four with another youngster,. Manuel 
Fernandez, a free agent who clicked last season on 
the other side. If Stanfill makes it as expected that 
would be enough to strengthen the unit if Tom 
Nomina and Jim Urbanek can handle the tackle 
spots. 

But the biggest development could be the addi- 
tion of Buoniconti. 

To get the five-time All-star, who fell into dis- 
favor at Boston, the Dolphins parted with quarter- 
back Kim Hammond, linebacker John Bramlett and 
a draft choice. 

Buoniconti’s addition gives the Dolphins a veter- 
an to call defensive signals and a man to steady the 
three youngsters who will have to man the other 
two spots—Frank Emanuel, Randall Edmunds and 
Ed Weisacosky. 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 
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The defensive secondary is more than capable 
with Jimmy Warren and Dick Westmoreland at the 
corners and last year’s top rookie, Dick Anderson 
and either Bob Petrella or Willie West at the 
safeties. 

The defensive unit then should be stronger this 
year and the offense, with Griese guiding it, should 
continue its improvement. 

But it’s the feeling that the expansion team needs 
one more solid set of draft picks before really being 
strong enough to enter the title sweepstakes. A 


Bob Griese (12), considered one of the best young passers in 
football, threw for 21 touchdowns in 1968. 
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back Leroy Mitchell—in exchange for six players. 


Li Coming to Boston from Houston were corner- 
AFL—EASTERN DIVISION back Larry Carwell, receiver Charley Frazier, run- 
1968 FINISH ning back Sid Blanks and linebacker Ron Caveness 
WLT while Miami shipped along quarterback Kim Ham- 

Fourth 4 10 0 mond and linebacker John Bramlett. 


If Sauer and Rush don’t have quality now, at 
least they have more bodies to choose from. 

The two biggest problems are Jim Nance and 
locating a quarterback capable of finding his re- 
ceivers. 

Nance turned into a major worry long after the 
season ended when it was found that his ailing ankle 
was more seriously damaged than it seemed and 
required surgery that clouds his entire future—and 
therefore the future of the Patriots. 

The two-time 1,000-yard gainer is the key to the 
Boston offense, with or without a quarterback, for 
there isn’t much behind him at the running back 
spots. The only holdovers are R.C. Gamble, Gene 
Thomas and Larry Garron and the only high draft 
choice is Carl Garrett of New Mexico Highlands, 
a No. Three pick. 

Rush has three quarterbacks to work with—Mike 
Taliaferro, who was behind Joe Namath with the 
Jets; Tom Sherman, a rookie last year, and Ham- 
mond. The sleeper here could be Hammond, who in 
his college days at Florida State teamed with re- 
ceiver Ron Sellers, the Patriots’ No. One draft 
choice. 

While Rush juggles the quarterbacks, running 
backs and receivers with one hand, he can juggle 
the defense with the other for that unit also will 
need considerable attention with Buoniconti and 
Mitchell gone. 

Ray Ilg and Caveness are the most likely candi- 
dates to battle for Buoniconti’s spot while Carwell 
will try to grow into Mitchell’s. But while they’re 
trying to fill those spots and Rush performs his 
juggling act, the other four teams in the Hast will 
be taking bows on center stage. 

And when the curtain comes down at the end the 
Patriots still will be in last place. A 
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st Patriots are trading players away so fast 
there may not be a Boston accent among them 
when the season starts. 

The house-cleaning began virtually the same day 
the new front-office combination was put together 
with two former members of the New York Jets’ 
brain trust, George Sauer Sr. moving in as general 
Manager and Clive Rush, Weeb Ewbank’s No. One 
aide, taking over as head coach. 

Be rapid succession, two multi-player transactions 
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HE best thing that happened to the Oakland 

Raiders last year was injuries—for last year’s 
injuries have provided the club with the most es- 
sential commodity needed to move through a long 
schedule and into the Super Bowl: 

Depth! 

The Raiders, of course, did extremely well last 
year despite the injuries, finishing the regular sea- 
son with a 12-2 record and defeating Kansas City 
in a playoff for the Western title before losing their 
AFL crown to the New York Jets in the champion- 
ship game. 

But the injuries enabled the Raiders, who will be 
run this year by new coach John Madden with John 
Rauch having moved on to Buffalo, to unveil players 
such as running back Charlie Smith and defensive 
back George Atkinson. — 

Smith got a chance in his rookie year when Pete 
Banaszak was injured and turned in a sensational 
performance, gaining 504 yards for a 5.3 average. 
Atkinson took over in the secondary when Kent 
McCloughan was injured, performed capably and 
also established himself as an outstanding kickoff 
return threat. 

The development of those players certainly should 
help this year with the new marathon schedule, as 
will added experience for Warren Wells, the fleet 
wide receiver who in his first full year grabbed 53 
passes for 1,137 yards and a league-leading 11 
touchdowns. 

The passes came mostly from Daryle Lamonica, the 
No. Two quarterback in the league, who also found 
Fred Biletnikoff and tight end Billy Cannon regular- 
ly. Lamonica also made good use of Smith in a run- 
ning attack that also includes Hewritt Dixon. 
Dixon gained 865 yards—third best in the league— 
despite knee troubles. 

The offense then is there behind a strong line of 
center Jim Otto, guards Gene Upshaw and Wayne 
Hawkins and tackles Bob Svihus and Harry Schuh. 

And the defense, which played all year without 
defensive tackle Tom Keating and linebacker Bill 
Laskey, has been strengthened in the event injuries 
strike again. 

Keating’s spot was filled last year by Carleton 
Oats, but the Raiders also have latched onto another 
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veteran, Ray Jacobs from Miami, and Art Thoms, 
their No. One draft choice from Syracuse and a de- 
fensive tackle in the Keating mold. 

The injury to Laskey enabled the Raiders to work 
Duane Benson and Ralph Oliver at the spot and 
they now are ready to step in whenever needed on a 
hone that also includes Dan Conners and Gus 

tto. 

All in all then, this is a sound club. The first-string 
may not be any stronger than Kansas City’s or New 
York’s but the injuries last year that provided the 
depth for this year have made them the best bet to 
negotiate the long road without any detours. A 


Daryle Lamonica (3) gained more than 3000 yards passing for 
the second straight year last season. 
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(loach Hank Stram generally is considered to be 
one of the most inventive people in pro football. 
But in the last two seasons, despite winning 21 
of 28 regular season games, his Kansas City Chiefs 
have finished second behind the Oakland Raiders. 
And that’s Stram’s problem—to find a way to 
close the gap on the Raiders. 
, Since the two teams finish so close in the stand- 
ings, Stram can’t make up the ground only in the 
draft, so as he has done in the past, he is experi- 
menting. 


His last two moves worked extremely well, Aaron 
Brown moving from fullback and stepping in at 
defensive end and E. J. Holub taking hold at center 
after leaving his linebacking post. 

Now it may be Curt McClinton’s turn. 

Stram envisions the big fullback as this year’s 
tight end. McClinton, 6-foot-3 and 227 pounds, lost 
his job last year to rookie Robert Holmes, who was 
second in the league in rushing with 866 yards. If 
McClinton could make the transition, the Chiefs 
might have a receiver with the running capabilities 
of Baltimore’s John Mackey. 

That would give quarterback Len Dawson another 
weapon in his aerial circus. Dawson, the foremost 
passer in the league again with a 58.5 complction 
percentage, has Otis Taylor, Gloster Richardson and 
Frank Pitts for deep threats. 

And, when he isn’t handing off to Holmes, he 
gives the ball to an even more explosive runner, 
halfback Mike Garrett. 

Elsewhere, the Chiefs also are strong. The offen- 
sive line, led by tackle Jim Tyrer and guard Ed 
Budde, is sound. The defensive line is led by one of 
the best tackles in the league, Buck Buchanan. And 
the linebacking trio is a standout with Bobby Bell, 
Willie Lanier and Jim Lynch. 

The two problem spots are the tackle post next to 
Buchanan’s and the defensive secondary, the weak 
link Oakland found in posting an 41-6 victory in a 
playoff for the Western title. 

The defensive tackle spot could be strengthened 
if an operation on Ernie Ladd’s knee responds 
well enough to let him push Ed Lothamer. And the 
defensive secondary should be helped by the addi- 
tion of the club’s No. One draft choice, Jim Marsalis 
of Tennessee State, 

Marsalis will be in a four-way battle with Willie 
Mitchell, Emmitt Thomas and Goldie Sellers for a 
cornerback job in the backfield that also includes 
safeties Johnny Robinson and Jim Kearney. 

In moving McClinton to tight end and getting 
Marsalis for security in the secondary, Stram may 
be able to bring ‘the Chiefs closer to the Raiders. 
However, Stram does not have as much depth. 

That will be the difference; and the Chiefs will 
wind up back in the tepee with another second-place 
finish. A 


Mike Garrett (21) led Kansas City with 33 pass catches last season but his rushing yardage slipped to 564. Here he finds 
trouble (left) with San Diego's Speedy Duncan (45) and some running room (right) in another play against the Chargers. 


(THe San Diego Chargers have been the best team 
in the American Football League the last two 
seasons—for the first 10 weeks of the season. Then 
they’ve faded. 

That won’t happen this year—for the Chargers 
won’t get as high as usual. 

The reason is an inability to keep the opposition 
from scoring more points than their own potent 
offense is capable of producing, and the strange 
route General Manager and Coach Sid Gillman took 
in aiding his defensive forces. 

Possibly influenced by quarterback John Hadl’s 
talk of playing out his option, Gillman indulged 
himself in what would have been a luxury at any 
other time by using the first of two first-round 
draft selections to select a quarterback—Marty 
Domres of Columbia. 

Then, with his second choice still needing a big 
lineman who could make the pass rush more effec- 
tive than the one that got to enemy quarterbacks 
only 24 times last year, Gillman chose linebacker 
Bob Babich of Miami of Ohio. 

Babich undoubtedly will strengthen. the lineback- 
ing crew of Jeff Staggs, Chuck Allen and Tom Erl- 
andson, but it seems to leave the front four exactly 
as it was last seaon with Houston Ridge and Steve 
DeLong at end and Russ Washington and Scott 
Appleton at tackle. 

It’s just not enough despite that powerful offense. 

The offense, of course, revolves around possibly 
the best receiver in pro football, flanker Lance 
Alworth, who led the AFL with 68 catches for 1,312 
yards last year. 

Gary Garrison, at split end, is far more than a 
capable complement—he caught 52 passes for 1,103 
yards while going virtually unnoticed in Alworth’s 
shadow—and tight ends Jacque MacKinnon and 
Willie Frazier added 49 receptions between them. 

The running back combination could be stronger 
with fullback Brad Hubbert, lost last season with 
torn knee ligaments, returning to action as a run- 
ning mate for little Dick Post, who dashed for 758 
yards in 1968. 

There also is an assortment of backup help in 
Gene Foster, Jim Allison and Keith Lincoln, who 
returned from Buffalo last season and immediately 
fractured an ankle. And there’s a rookie named Ron 
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Sayers, who is the kid brother of the great Gale 
Sayers. 

The line in front of them is one of the best in the 
AFL with Sam Gruneisen at center, Ron Mix and 
Terry Owens at tackle and Walt Sweeney and either 
Gary Kirner or Larry Little at guard. 

But then there’s that defense. 

The Chargers now have finished third for three 
years running following three straight division 
titles. They have a better chance of continuing their 
streak than breaking it. A 


Shifty Dick Post of the San Diego Chargers led all AFL rushers with an average gain of five yards per car last season. He 
had 758 yards in 151 attempts, fifth best in the league. Post is taking off apatrsk: Kanes Sig herent e 
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T will be life as usual for Denver Coach Lou Saban 

this year. He’ll sit down in his office, pick up his 
cards, take a look at the faces—and discard. 

The Broncos had their second best season in 
history last year, but that was only a 5-9 mark and 
Saban wound up discarding 22 men from his orig- 
inal roster during the season. And he knows he 
still has some cards left he’d like to put back in the 
pile. 

Saban showed his whole hand, as a matter of 
fact, in the draft as he moved to strengthen a de- 
fense that allowed 409 points—the most in the 
league—by drafting three defensive backs and a 
linebacker. 

The new additions are defensive backs Grady 
Cavness of Texas-E] Paso, Bill Thompson of Mary- 
land State and Hd Hayes of Morgan State and 
linebacker Mike Sehnitker of Colorado. 

That undoubtedly means Saban will shuffle the 
holdover secondary of Drake Garrett, Charley 
Greer, Gus Hollomon and Tom Oberg and that 
Schnitker will be battling Carl Cunningham, John 
Huard and Fred Forsberg for a linebacking job. 

Saban did come up with one standout lineman last 
year on his front four, end Rich Jackson turning in- 
to a sensation on the line that also includes tackle 
Dave Costa. 

On offense, the weapons are there. The problem is 
to keep them from having to go back to the factory 
for repairs. That’s exactly what happened to quar- 
terback Steve Tensi and flanker Al Denson last sea- 
son, each breaking his collarbone twice. 


Tensi’s replacement put the Broncos in the his- 
tory books for he was Marlin Briscoe, a rookie from 
Omaha who also was. black—and thus became the 
first Negro ever to quarterback a.pro football team 
regularly. 

For a rookie, thrown in to plug the dike with 
the added pressure produced by the spotlight of 
being the first Negro quarterback, Briscoe handled 
himself well, passing for 14 touchdowns—only one 
less than Joe Namath—and rushing for 308 yards, 
a 7.5 average. 

With Tensi and Denson back, and another strong 
outside receiver in Eric Crabtree, the passing game 
should be stronger and there are expectations that 
running back Floyd Little is about to break loose. 

Little, hobbled by ankle injuries, still managed to 
produce 584 yards on the ground behind a line that 
isn’t the best in the league and set a club record with 
a 147-yard rushing day against Boston and then 
added to his laurels by proving an adept pass re- 
ceiver in a 165-yard day against Buffalo. 

Little could prove even more effective with a top- 
flight fullback at his side, but so far neither Garrett 
Ford nor Brendan McCarthy has proved he is it. 

And that’s still the main problem at Denver. Too 
many holes to fill with not enough people with whom 
to fill them. A 


This could be the year that Floyd Little (44) puts it all together for the Denver Broncos. The ex-Syracuse running star gained 


584 yards last year including a 147-yard day against Boston (below), 
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sik \ Ve got off to a very pleasant and whole- 
some start,” said Coach Paul Brown after 
the Bengals first season in the American Football 
League. 

“We put down a solid foundation from which 
to build.” 

The strongest piece of the foundation turned out 
to be an unheralded running back named Paul 
Robinson, who became the first rookie in league his- 
tory to exceed 1,000 yards as he won the rushing 
title with 1,023. 

Robinson was a product of the college draft as 
were several other standout rookies, including de- 
fensive tackle Bill Staley, center Bob Johnson, 
tackle Howard Fest and receiver Bob Trumpy. 

This year’s candidate is Greg Cook, a product of 
the University of Cincinnati—and a quarterback. 
Brown surprised virtually everyone by going for a 
passer on the first round but he explained the de- 
cision simply: 

“We were afraid if we let Cook go by, never 
again, maybe not in two or three years, would we 
have the opportunity to draft a quarterback of his 
caliber.” 

While Brown therefore is thinking of Cook for 
the future, there is the chance that he will break in 
this season since last year’s Bengal quarterbacking 
was less than distinguished with John Stofa, Dewey 
Warren and Sam Wyche. 

Trumpy proved to be a promising receiver but 
there is a need for more help from such holdovers 
as Rod Sherman, Warren McVea and §. T. Saffold 
plus more yardage from fullback Tom Smiley to 
complement Robinson on the ground. 

Up front, besides Johnson and Fest, the holdovers 
are tackle Ernie Wright, guard Dave Middendorf 
and Brown’s two messenger guards, Pat Matson and 
Pete Perreault. 

The front four is led by Staley with Andy Rice at 
the other tackle spot and Harry Gunner and Jim 
Griffin manning the ends. Frank Buncom and Al 


Center Bob Johnson, Cincinnati's first draft choice, anchored 
the Bengals’ offensive line. 
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Beauchamp should grab two linebacking spots with 
Bernie Erickson, Mike Hibler and rookie Bill Ber- 
gey from Arkansas State battling for the other job. 

The secondary was manned last year by corner- 
backs Charley King and Fletcher Smith and safeties 
Bobby Hunt and Jesse Phillips. 

When 1968 was all over Brown sat down and made 
his assessment, expressing pleasure despite a 3-11 
record that was no better than the AFL’s other 
expansion team, the Miami Dolphins. 

But, for an expansion team, the best measuring 
stick is not always the record. It’s the players that 
you develop that count—and that’s what Brown’s 
counting. 

With help they’ll move up. Not this year. Maybe 
not next year. But, as Brown says, the foundation 
has been biiilt. Now they have to find the rest of 
the bricks to put on top. A 


NFL-WESTERN CONFERENCE 


Leroy Kelly lopes over the goal line for another Cleveland 
Brown touchdown. 


Johnny Unitas cocks his arm, searching for a Baltimore Colt 
receiver downfield. 


By DAVE KLEIN 


S in every season, this 1969 National Football 

League campaign is laden with the “ifs”. It 
appears in many vital spots as one’s eye travels 
up and down the list of the 16 teams in Pete 
Rozelle’s larger domain. 

If ... the Green Bay Packers can combat crip- 
pling injury, they can recover their Central Division 
dominance. But, on the other hand, if the Minne- 
sota Vikings can find a quarterback, they can con- 
tinue their success there. Or, still another if 
involves the Chicago Bears, for if Gale Sayers is 
recovered from knee surgery and Jack Concannon 
can bounce back from several hurts and play quar- 
terback, the Chicago Bears can once again mount 
a serious threat. 

If ... the Baltimore Colts can erase the memory 
of their vivid humiliation in Miami; if they can 
overcome the retirement of three key men and the 
aging of at least half a dozen others; if Johnny 
Unitas (or Earl Morrall) is sound at quarterback 

. well, then, another year of. Coastal Division 
glory will come to the Colts. 

But the Rams must count... if their offense has 
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The major question troubling the Baltimore Colt hierarchy is wh 


not tarnished with too many years... if quarter- 
back Roman Gabriel can prevent himself from be- 
ing erratic once again... if the runners can stay 
in one piece. Even the 49ers offer enough ifs, and 
they, too, can become a threat here. 

Going to the Eastern Conference, the word “if” 
runs rampant in each division. Perhaps the biggest 
“if still centers around Dallas and quarterback 
Don Meredith, who coughs up the big game each 
season. 

But perhaps this year the Cowboys’ luck will 
change .. . if coach Tom Landry plays Craig 
Morton at quarterback? In the Cowboys’ Capitol 
Division, there is not much competition, and so the 
“Gf” for Dallas will probably come in championship 
playoffs. Washington, despite the added presence 
of Vinnie Lombardi, cannot challenge. Neither can 
the Eagles or the Saints. 

The Century Division, which returns to its 
original makeup with the Giants coming back, has 
three iffy teams . . . Cleveland, St. Louis and New 
York. Off the record, Cleveland should win again. 
But the Cards are coming back strong with talented 


ether or not quarterback Johnny Unitas (fading back) will be 
healthy enough to continue, and, if not, whether Earl Morrall can come through again. 


youth, and the Giants could be the class of the 
division... “if” defense can be found. And that 
is the biggest if of all. 

If everything works out, here’s what the final 
standings will look like. 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Century Division Capitol Division 


Cleveland Dallas 

New York Washington 
St. Louis Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh New Orleans 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Central Division Coastal Division 


Green ‘Bay San Francisco 
Chicago Los Angeles 
Minnesota Baltimore 
Detroit Atlanta 


PLAYOFFS 
Dallas over Cleveland 
Green Bay over San Francisco 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
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erreurs Don Meredith gained an even 2500 wards passing 
last year but flopped in the playoff game. 


HEN your quarterback has an obvious hang-up 
against cold weather, certain things like 
championship games figure to filter through his 
benumbed fingers which is exactly what happened 
to Dallas last season, as once more Don Meredith 
threw away a game, this time to Cleveland in the 
Eastern Conference playoff, 

And welcome to 1969, you humiliated, searching 
Cowboys. 

Talent-wise, Dallas is the best team in the league. 
Even the head coach, Tom Landry, is beginning to 
earn a similar No. One rating. Speed, power, defense, 
offense . . . it’s all there. And yet each year now 
since 1966, that one important game has been given 
to Don Meredith and he has made nothing out 
of it. 

So where does one turn? To Craig Morton, prob- 
ably, the 6-4, 220-pounder who has apprenticed long 
enough. Perhaps even to Roger Staubach (remem- 
ber? Navy? Heisman Trophy ?), now finished with 
military obligations and reportedly better than ever. 

Don Perkins will still run at fullback, probably 
with Walt Garrison or Craig Baynham, who spent 
much of the season injured. Those funny little fast 
guys, Bob Hayes and Lance Rentzel, will catch a 
ton of passes. The offensive line will most likely 
recover from its coma against Cleveland and play 
effectively again. 

And the defense—though you couldn’t prove it 
in the playoff game—is still violently satisfactory. 

Start with the front line. It reads: Bob Lilly, 
George Andrie, Jethro Pugh and Willie Townes or 
Larry Cole. It is quick and big. 

Linebackers? Try Lee Roy Jordan, Chuck Howley 
and Dave Edwards. Edwards is the lesser of the 
three, and he almost made All-Pro. 

The secondary is a quick one, although, in truth, 
it can be beaten. Mel Renfro is tops. So, too, is 
Cornell Green. But the level of quality slips a bit to 
Mike Gaechter, Dick Daniels, Phil Clark or Mike 
Johnson, with Gaechter and Daniels the probable 
starters. 

Rookies who should help are No. One man Calvin 
Hill, a fullback from Yale, no less. But since Calvin 
is 6-4 and 235, his Ivy background does not figure 
to hurt. Richmond Flowers will fight for a No. Two 
flanker spot, and the third choice, Tom Stincic, is 
a tough Michigan Linebacker. 

But it can all go up in smoke again if Meredith 
wins the top job and has to play a championship 
game in the cold. Look for Morton. It’s about time. A 


“In the beginning, there was nothing. 
“And Vince Lombardi said Let There Be Victory. 
“And There Was.” 

—Green Bay, 1959. 


Now the explosive one gets another chance to do 
it all over again. Vinnie goes to Washington, 
and football losing is supposed to become obsolete 
in our Nation’s Capitol, forever. 

Well, the noisemaker is going to have a tough 
job, indeed. 

The Redskins had little running power. Gerry 
Allen was the team’s best, and he couldn’t break 
400 yards. Sonny Jurgensen, great as his arm and 
release are, is 85. He suffered through a collection 
of injuries last season and had an off year. Behind 
him Lombardi has stationed Gary Beban, the won- 
derful bust, a la Paul Hornung of a decade ago. 

Defensively, the Redskins were weak. Carl Kam- 
merer and Walt Barnes were the best linemen. 
Chris Hanburger is an All-Pro linebacker and, in 
the secondary, rookie Jim Smith (if he’s recovered 
from a serious spinal injury) is the only shining 
light. 

All in all, the outlook was dismal. So Vinnie 
started dealing. Surprisingly, he went to his old 
Packers and came up with a regular safety, Tom 
Brown. Right away, the secondary improved 100 
per cent. 

But he still has a job to do and it will not be 
done in 1969. In fact, the Redskins did not even 
have a draft pick for the first two rounds, finally 
taking a defensive back, Gene Epps, and a receiver, 
Edward Cross, as their first two selections but on 
rounds three and four. 

Epps, from Texas-El Paso, should be a help right 
away. But Cross, an NAIA All-America from Ar- 
kansas AM&N, should have trouble denting the 
receiving corps of Jerry Smith, Charley Taylor and 
Pat Richter. Receiving, clearly, was Washington’s 
sole asset in ’68. 

Yet the magic of Lombardi cannot be ignored. 
Perhaps, lurking undernéath 20 pounds of fat or 
inside the trainer’s room, there are real football 
players who will emerge under the Lombardi treat- 
ment. 
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It worked that way a decade past, when the Pack- 
ers had just completed a 2-10 season and found, to 
their genuine surprise, that Lombardi made them 
7-7 the next season with basically the same material. 

But if he does it that quickly in Washington, it 
will be more than just surprising. At least the 
Packers had talent hidden on the bench. The Red- 
skins only have the bench. A 


Gary Beban (16) won the Heisman Trophy at UCLA two years ago and then spent last season watching Sonny Jurgensen run 


Washington's offense. Under new coach Vince Lombardi, Beban may get more work in 1969. 
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C URIOUSLY and paradoxically, the old ownership 

of the Philadelphia Eagles was one of the 
team’s worst enemies. And the team itself was 
no bargain. 

The Eagles lost their first 10 games in 1968. They 
finished at 2-12 (‘“Couldn’t even win O. J. Simpson,”’ 
said a local columnist) and they failed to show any 
reason to expect great improvement. But they will 
be better. After all, it is very-difficult to do much 
worse. 

Norman Snead will be the quarterback. Tom 
Woodeshick, a legitimate runner, will team—hope- 
fully—with All-American rookie Leroy Keyes of 
Purdue. If not Keyes, then Cyril Pinder or Harry 
Jones or Izzy Lang or Harry Wilson. Ben Hawkins 
is a fine flanker. Fred Hill] will be the tight end. Gary 
Ballman the split end. Mike Ditka, unhappy with 


Izzy cate (29) TAR cone 235 yards PESAIng last year but it 


was the second best total on the Eagles. 


coach Joe Kuharich, is gone, and so is Kuharich, 
replaced by Pete Retzlaff as general manager and 
Jerry Williams as coach. 

Retzlaff started his rebuilding by trading of- 
fensive tackle Bob Brown to Los Angeles in a six- 
player deal that returned defensive back Irv Cross 
to Philadelphia. 

Defensively, the front line should have been 
better but wasn’t, which leads to the theory that 
perhaps it played as well as it should have in the 
first place. The ends are Mel Tom’and Gary Petti- 
grew. The tackles figure as Floyd Peters and John 
Meyers. Peters is an 11-year veteran slowing down. 
The other three are not yet established. 

Linebackers came in all sizes for the Eagles, 
from 6-5 Fred Brown to 5-11 Ike Kelley. Mike 
Morgan is the third, and Harold Wells and Adrian 
Young will battle to keep Kelley on the bench. But 
a spot might have to be made for No. Two draft 
choice Ernest Calloway, a comer. 

If nothing else, the secondary has youth, Alvin 
Haymond, Joe Scarpati, Al Nelson and Irv Cross 
look like the starters, with Ronny Medved, John 
Mallory and Al Lavan fighting for a place. But the 
Eagles still have Snead, who has proven to be a 
bust for several overrated seasons. Behind him now 
is John Huarte; King Hill having been dealt to the 
Vikings. 

The Eagles should be as good as Snead this sea- 
son... which means a .500 performance is about 
as much as they can hope for. A 


Leroy Keyes (23) shown here during his glory days at Purdue, 
was runnerup to O.J. Simpson in Heisman Trophy balloting. 
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AREEESENT and competitive. Those 
words best suit the Saints of New Orleans, the 
NFL’s newest team but, at its stage of develop- 
ment, the strongest two-year-old team around. Now 
they are into their junior year, and it is almost time 
to stop counting seasons and start counting victories. 

To these ends, coach Tom Fears has assembled 
a fairly respectable offense. Don McCall and Tony 
Lorick will do the running, with some help from 
Randy Schultz. Billy Kilmer will be the quarter- 
back, Danny Abramowicz, Monty Stickles and Ray 
Poage could be the receivers, although after Fears 
traded away Jon Gilliam, Poage moved up. But he 
is not that good. 

Abramowicz, however, is. He finished as the 
fourth best receiver in the league, with 54 catches 
good for 890 yards and seven touchdowns. Stickles 
is a bit old, but still a talented blocker at tight end. 
The offensive line is weak. Rookie John Shinners, 
the No. One selection, should have a tailor-made job 
as a starting guard. : 

Defense is also, surprisingly, a New Orleans’ as- 
set. The front line is very good, with ageless Doug 
Atkins ready for his 17th season as an end (he’s 
6-8 and 300 pounds). Dave Rowe, Mike Tilleman 
and Brian Schweda are the other three starters, 
with Lou Cordileone filling in at one of the tackles 
and perhaps highly-touted rookie Richard Neal, a 
No, Two pick, subbing for the ends. 

Neal, from Southern U., was coveted so greatly 
by Fears that a trade was made with St. Louis, 
which included Gilliam and two others, for the 


Don McCall (36) takes off behind Del Williams (61) and Jake 
Kupp (50). McCall gained 637 yards in 1968. 
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Cards’ next-up choice. Fears took Neal, and con- 
sidered it a bargain. 

From Les Kelley, Fred Whittingham, Dave Sim- 
mons, Steve Stonebreaker, Jack Burkett and Ted 
Davis, Fears will find three linebackers. Apparently, 
he thinks he will, for it was not until the ninth 
round that New Orleans drafted a linebacker. The 
secondary is Dave Whitsell, Bo Burris, Gene Howard 
and probably John Douglas, although rookie Denny 
Hale, a fourth-round pick from Minnesota, looks 
like he will fight for a job. 

But the Saints were below average rushing, pass- 
ing and on defense last season. Now it is time to 
stop chuckling over “those cute little expansionists” 
and start treating them like another team. 

In other words, it is time for the Saints to win 
and they just might do that little thing. A 
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Bill Kilmer (17) passed for better than 2000 yards last year 
but there were times the quarterback had to run too. 
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O one believed in the Cleveland Browns last 
season except the Cleveland Browns. Obviously, 
that was enough. 

The Browns had a touch of racial strife in sum- 
mer camp. The Browns had a sore-armed quarter- 
back named Frank Ryan. The Browns’ defense was 
too young... . the offense was too old... the other 
teams were going to key on Leroy Kelly and there 
would go the offense. 

And then coach Blanton Collier, faced with a 
hostile home crowd and an ineffective Ryan, went 
to his bench. He pointed to Bill Nelsen, who had not 
been able to win a steady job with the sad Steelers, 
and gave him Ryan’s cloak. “Win,” he said. “By 
what score?” countered the cocky Nelsen. 

The Browns won. They turned around, took nine 
straight and then snowed the Cowboys in the East- 
ern playoff. But it ran out against the Colts, 34-0, 
and the Browns’ season was finished. 

Now it is time for another. Kelly led the league 
in rushing for the second year in a row. His 1,239 
yards represented the only total over 1,000. He 
even led the league in scoring with 20 touchdowns. 
16 rushing. Charley Harraway, young and strong, 
was the other back when injured Ernie Green was 
“hors de combat.” It should stay that way now. 

Receivers? Paul Warfield, the split end, caught 
50 for 1,067 yards and 12 touchdowns. Tight end 
Milt Morin had 438 for 792 yards. Gary Collins, out 
much of the season with a shoulder separation, is 
healthy now, and he is usually All-Pro when he is 
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sound. The offensive line changed faces but not 
quality. It is young enough and experienced enough 
to be just as effective. 

Defensively, Walter Johnson and Jim Kanicki 
are tough tackles. Jack Gregory (or veteran Bill 
Glass) and Ron Snidow will be the ends. 

Jim Houston, Bob Matheson and Dale Lindsey 
did the line-backing and did it superbly. Houston is 
the only real veteran, now 31. Matheson is 23, 
Lindsey 25. A fine collection, barring injury. And 
Cleveland’s secondary, considered a weak point all 
season, nevertheless did the job and did it spec- 
tacularly when necessary. Erich Barnes will prob- 
ably come back for another season. He’s 84 and will 
be playing his 12th year. Mike Howell, Ernie Keller- 
man and Carl Ward or Ben Davis fill out the unit, 
Perhaps the other teams’ quarterbacks felt the unit 
was a weak spot, too. As a result, the Browns led 
the league with 32 interceptions. 

The Browns’ top draft choice, Michigan halfback 
Ron Johnson, could help out behind Kellerman and 
Green, but otherwise there was not a great deal of 
talent picked by the Browns. 

After all, teams with good records—even unex- 
pectedly good records—do not get the blue-chip 
collegians. Leave those to the losers. A 


Kelly (44) used cuts like this one against New York ‘to gain 
1239 yards rushing last season. 
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(a ees SHERMAN already has an offense. What 
he needs now is a defense. And, should he some- 
how find one this season, the New York Giants 
could make trouble for all NFL contenders. 

Offense, of course, is personified in such redoubt- 
ables as Fran Tarkenton, the scrambling quarter- 
back; Homer Jones, the after-burner receiver; 
Tucker Frederickson, Ernie Koy and Bobby Duhon, 
the solid runners; Pete Case, Steve Wright, Greg 
Larson and Willie Young, the blockers. 

It is a commendable offense, barring, of course, 
injury. It can be either spectacular or methodical, 
and there are times when it must be both. It can 
score quickly when behind or it can chew up the 
clock when ahead, and it is important to master the 
nuances of each method. 

But, then, there is the defense that ranges be- 
tween awful and mediocre. 

Not since 1963, which, not coincidentally, was the 
Giants’ last championship season, has there been a 
New York defensive unit worth watching. But last 
year Sherman—who has a knack of seeing mirages 
—pbelieved he saw flashes emerge . . . short flicker- 
ings of talent and cohesion; quick bursts of real, live 
consistency. Now he can permit himself to hope. 

Allie went to the draft meetings and he came 
away with a huge defensive end for his first pick. 
Fred Dryer of Los Angeles State, is 6-6 and 240. 
Six NFL teams already have offered proven start- 
ers in trade. 

But the rest of the defense, once that horrendous 
front line is quickly forgotten, was not hopeless. 
By Giant standards that’s good. Of course, rookie 
Henry Davis (6-4, 235) was the middle linebacker 
and, of course, he made a yearling’s goofs. But he 
has the promise and the meanness. Ken Avery and 
Tommy Joe Crutcher will handle the outside line- 
backing chores, while Mike Ciccolella and rookie 
Bob Fiorini battle to back up Davis. 

If Dryer can start, Sherman would like to see Jim 
Katcavage play the other end for one more season 
(’twould be his 14th) with Bob Lurtsema and either 
Roger Anderson or “someone” at the tackles. Oft- 
injured Jim Moran is a sleeper, but sleepers, by 
definition, are unpredictable. 

The secondary is a good one, with adequate speed 
and savvy blended with the fire of youth. Spider 
Lockhart is a terror at free safety. Old pro Bruce 
Maher, obtained last year from the Lions, is not too 
old and played with brilliance. The cornerbacks are 
Willie Williams (he led the NFL with 10 intercep- 
tions) and potentially solid Scotty Eaton, a young- 
ster. 

Al Brenner of Michigan State, drafted fourth, 
could help here. 

Offensively, not much will change . . . but one 
switch Sherman is considering would send tight end 
Aaron Thomas to flanker, send flanker Joe Morrison 
to the bench for backup duty there and also at half- 
back; and send reserve safety Freeman White, a 6-5, 
230-pound speedster with power, to Thomas’ tight 
end position. White was an All-America receiver at 
Nebraska and it is his “natural position,” as Allie 
admits. 

Tarkenton is there and rarin’ to go. Homer wants 
yet another year of 1,000-plus yardage and big, 
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long TDs. Frederickson and Koy and Duhon have 
gaps to hit and daylight to find. 

And if only Allie the dreamer can manage to put 
a defense on the field, would anyone believe a New 
York-New York Super Bowl, in New Orleans? May- 
be not in 1969, but ’70 is a possibility—if Sherman 
can unlock the Giants’ defensive mystery. A 


Homer Jones (45) was the leading Giant receiver in 1968 with 
seven touchdowns. 
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O the St. Louis Cardinals have a weakness? 
No. 

Will they win, the Century Division champion- 

oe and perhaps go on to greater heights? 
0. 

This, then, is the history of the Cardinals. Al- 
ways tough, always promising, always just missing. 
Last season was the best in a long, long while, the 
best since the team moved from Chicago in 1960. 
St. Louis was 9-4-1, won eight, tied one and lost 
one in its final 10 games. 

But, as usual another problem cropped up just 
when everything seemed right. This time, it was 
quarterback, and it figures to be quarterback again 


in 1969, whether Jim Hart or Charley Johnson wins 
the starting job. 

Hart, pressed into service as a rookie in 1967 
when Johnson, the regular, was called for two years 
into the Army, impressed everyone. He played with 
poise, did not make too many “rookie mistakes” and 
the team was 6-7-1, not bad for a team with a green 
quarterback. 

So last season, with everything else patched, 
Hart lapsed. Johnson came back for weekend duty, 
played well and was the mainstay of the team’s 
finishing kick. He could win the job for good now, 
being free of further commitment, but something 
else is bound to happen. 

Although there is a problem. The Cards’ offensive 
line—guards Ken Gray and Irv Goode, tackles Bob 
Reynolds and Ernie McMillan, center Bob DeMarco: 
—has filled Eastern Conference Pro Bow] lineups. 
The backs are 235-pound Willis “Crash” Crenshaw 
and Johnny Roland, said to be fully recovered from 
his torn knee of two years ago. 

The receivers, even with the departure of Bobby 
Joe Conrad through retirement, are quick, fast and 
talented. 

Coach Charley Winner, starting his fourth sea- 
son, dealt for flanker John Gilliam from the Saints, 
and will match him with Jackie Smith at tight end, 
Davey Williams at the wide position. 

Defense was good.in St. Louis, despite a whole- 
sale juggling caused by injury, retirement and 
trade that resulted in just one man, safety (and an 
All-Pro one at that) Larry Wilson, keeping his 
original position. Mike Barnes filled in next to Wil- 
son, Chuck Latourette and Lonnie Sanders alter- 
nated at a cornerback spot and rookie Robert At- 
kins, a prize catch, won another spot. 

Linebacking was handled well by Dave Meggyesy, 
Ernie Clark and rookie Jamie Rivers in the middle. 
The front featured Don Brumm and Chuck Walker 
at the ends, Fred Heron and Bob Rowe the tackles. 
This last, the line, is probably a year or so away 
from cohesion. 

All-America defensive back Roger Wehrli and 
defensive tackle Rolf Krueger were the top two 
draft choices, and both should help. There is suffi- 
cient depth, talent and desire. 

Yet Hart and/or Johnson hold the season in their 
throwing arms. Whether one, or both, is really cap- 
able of winning a championship is still the question. 

Until it happens, the answer to that question is: 
No. A 


fl (pees Pittsburgh Steelers have a new head coach, 
Chuck Noll, whose reputation as a defensive 
whiz with the Baltimore Colts was more than justi- 
fied by the performances of the NFL champions. 
And, before very long, there could be new men in 
several positions for the hapless Steelers—new and 
young men... very young. 

At quarterback, for example. After Bill Austin 
kissed off his job by trading Bill Nelsen to Cleve- 
land, he tried three or four men with varying 
degrees of failure. Kent Nix might not make it. 
Dick Shiner never has. Rookie Danny Holman was 
too raw. 

So now the Steelers have Terry Hanratty, Notre 
Dame’s all-time passing king. He will get the chance 
to take the No. One job. And, from judging his com- 
petition, he seems a likely starter. 

Another area where help was needed was defen- 
sive tackle. Oh, the ends are fine—Ben McGee and 
Lloyd Voss. And one of the tackles, Chuck Hinton, 
is a star. But the other, Kenny Kortas, .is a little 
older and a lot too heavy. So the Steelers went for 
Joe Greene of North Texas State as their first 
choice and, at 6-5 and 280, he should be a tiger. On 
the other hand, suppose Noll thinks Kortas is fine 
but Voss needs time. He can move Hinton outside 
and team Greene with Kortas. 

It’s a pleasant problem. 

And, finally, there’s running back. There is an 
old adage in Steel City, that says: “After Dick 
Hoak there is only desparation.” Well, there is still 
Hoak, a quality, all-around runner, and behind him 
is Earl Gros, who managed to play all season be- 
cause no one else was able. But the No. Two (second 
on the round) choice, Tulane’s Warren Bankston, is 
big and rough and quick and strong. Hello, Warren; 
goodbye, Earl. 

Unfortunately, the Steelers couldn’t do much to 
bolster the secondary, so Paul Martha (not, as his 
detractors say, Martha Paul), Bob Hohn, Marv 
Woodson and Glendon Thomas will do it again. May- 
be Bob Wade, a rookie last year, and Charles 
Beatty, a rookie now, can help. 

Still, the only thing that Noll can hope to do is 
build. He will not win a thing this first year, but 
with such as Hanratty, Greene, Bankston and some 
of the other top veterans (Roy Jefferson, Bill Saul, 
Andy Russell) he can begin to zero in on the Steel- 
ers’ first-ever championship. 

Art Rooney is a very patient owner. A 


Rookie Terry Hanratty (left) figures to get a shot at Pittsburgh’s 
quarterback spot. 
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Kent Nix (10) got his chance at quarterback but wound up on 
the bench. 


That’s Don Shy on the bottom of the pile after he bulled his 
way into the end cs for re. Steeler TD. 
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—WESTERN CONFERENCE First 
A STRANGE—almost incredible—thing happened 
to the Green Bay Packers on their way to 
another taken-for-granted League and Super Bowl 
championship: They didn’t make it! 

It was the surprise of the season if not the half- 
century. The Packers not only didn’t make it, they 
finished under .500 (6-7-1). Now it is time to 
straighten out those misdirected athletes, who 
believed all they had to do to win was step on the 
field and frighten opponents silly. 

For one thing, they will just have to stop this 
business of getting hurt. For another, they will 


have to stop getting old. If they can beat those. 


two factors, and stop the rest of the Central Divi- 
sion teams from getting better, then and only then 
Green Bay should be right up there again. 

It was an unfortunate season for the Wisconsin 
eleven. Injuries hit Bart Starr, Henry Jordan, Willie 


Jim Grabowski (33) gained 518 yards last year, many of them 
on quick openers up the middle like this one. 
‘ - a a rs , 


Quarterback Bart Starr led all NFL passers in accuracy last 
year, completing almost 64 per cent. 


Davis, Lionel Aldridge, Donny Anderson, Jim Gra- 
bowski, Bob Jeter, Ben Wilson and Ron Kostelnik. 
Don Chandler retired, and there went the place- 
kicking. Nine different specialists were tried; none 
worked. The Packers lost at least three games, 
directly, because no kicker was adequate. 

So now they start again, this time without Vinnie 
Lombardi even as general manager. Phil Bengtson, 
the coach, has also assumed Vinnie’s front office 
position. 

The quarterback will be Starr, who said he want- 
ed to retire but, after such a poor season, could not. 
Running will be Anderson and Grabowski. Carroll 
Dale, Boyd Dowler and Marv Fleming will handle 
the receiving. The offensive line has lost Forrest 
Gregg for sure, perhaps Jerry Kramer, but those 
remaining include Gale Gillingham, Francis Peay, 
Bob Skoronski, Bill Lueck, Bob Hyland and Steve 
Duich . . . excellent young material or, in the case 
of Skoronski, a proven old pro. 

The defensive unit finally started to go, especially 
up front and way back. In the middle, the lineback- 
ers stuck together well. Ends Willie Davis and 
Lionel Aldridge were not expected to go quickly. 
With the help of injuries, they did. Tackles Kostel- 
nik and Jim Weatherwax were going to have a 
fine year; they were both hurt, and Bob Brown, a 
two-year veteran, had more experience than Dick 
Cash, Leon Crenshaw or Francis Winkler. 

So it was a disastrous year up front. In the rear, 
Jeter’s loss was catastrophic. Herb Adderley, Willie 
Wood and Tom Brown played well, although Brown 
has since been traded to Washington. Line backers 
Ray Nitschke, Lee Roy Saffey and Dave Robinson, 
the starters, and Fred Carr and Jim Flanigan, out- 
standing young subs, all possess star qualities. 

Green Bay’s draft picks were right where help 
was needed. No. One was defensive tackle Richie 
Moore, 6-6 and 290; and No.Two was offensive tac- 
kle Dave Bradley of Penn State ,6-4 and 250. 

It shouldn’t take the Packers long, if Starr holds 
together. His sub, ageless Zeke Bratkowski, has 
retired, and young Don Horn (“the next Starr”) 
might be another year away. But there’s every pos- 
sibility that the “incredible” could happen again. & 


al lies Chicago Bears are an up-and-coming team. 
But just how far up they will go and just how 

fast they will be coming are questions the other 
members of the Central Division would appreciate 
answered in a hurry. 

Were it not for a Gale Sayers’ November agony, 
severely torn knee ligaments against San Francisco, 
the Bears would have won the Central’s champion- 
ship. As it is, they finished just a game behind 
Minnesota, and did not lose it until the season’s 
final contest. 

Sayers, of course, is the heart of the team. 
Rumors that he has not come around satisfactorily 
are apparently groundless, but a man with a torn 
ligament problem in his history is always suspect. 
Behind this whirlwind halfback the Bears did not 
have much . . . seldom-used Brian Piccolo. 

Yet they were 7-7, with all quarterbacks injured 
seriously; with Sayers out the final five games, 
with a defense that gave up more points than any 
except Atlanta, Washington, Philadelphia and Pitts- 
burgh. 

Quarterbacks? The Bears started with Jack Con- 
cannon. Too bad. Jack tore his knee. Then they went 
to rookie Virgil Carter. Too bad. Virgil tore his 
knee. Then they went to Larry Rakestraw. Too bad. 
Same old story. It became so ludicrous that Con- 
cannon had to be rushed back to finish the season 
he had so long ago started. 

But coach Jim Dooley is working under several 
assumptions for 1969. First, he will assume no team 
can have two such injury-riddled years back to back. 
Second, he will assume Sayers is still Sayers, and 
that means the best. Third, he will assume the de- 
fense will awaken from its mystifying coma and 
play some football. 

He is justified in making all three assumptions. 

Sayers, who still managed to gain 856 yards, has 
healed well. And with all of his instinctive talent 
and reactions, he will be as good as ever. It might 
take a game or two of punishment to prove it, but 
the doctors insist he is sound. 

Concannon or Carter (between them, 126 com- 
pletions in 265 attempts for 1484 yards last season) 
will be the starting quarterback; probably Concan- 
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non, who also represents a legitimate scrambling 
threat. 

And the defense should—almost has to—improve, 
especially with such as Dick Butkus holding down 
the middle linebacker position with All-Pro ferocity. 
Flanking him are Doug Buffone and Jim Purnell, 
two equally young and highly competent brutes. 

The front line—Marty Amsler, Frank Cornish, 
Dick Evey and Ed O’Bradovich—is hig, averaging 
255 pounds, and also is proven. The secondary is 
where points were allowed (2,667 yards passing 
against the Bears) but should be improved with 
experience in spots and rejuvenation in others. 

Rosey Taylor, Richie Petibon.and Benny McRae 
are veterans; Major Hazelton, a rookie last year, 
and young Curtis Gentry must improve. Cecil Turn- 
er, a rookie in ’68 as a receiver, shifts te the 
secondary. 

So Chicago’s problem is one of snapping a team 
slump and at the same time staying away from the 
crippling injuries. With any success, it could be a 
pleasant season for the imaginative Dooley. A 


Chicago's Central Division hopes ride on Gale Sayers, trying 
to come back after shattering his knee. 
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As a team, the 1968 Minnesota Vikings offered a 
collection of throwbacks. It was Neanderthal 
football, symbolized by violent defense and ball-con- 
trol offense, with a non-throwing quarterback show- 
ing the way. For some teams, such a system just 
might work again. The Vikings look to be such a 
team. 

From quarterback Joe Kapp, head coach Bud 
Grant received only 129 completions (of 248 tries), 
1,699 yards and 10 touchdowns. He ranked 13th 
among the:16 quarterbacks in the league. Yet he 
led the Vikings to an 8-6 record which was good 
enough for the Central Division championship. 

When Kapp had to throw, he did so to Gene 
Washington, the talented split end, or Bill Brown, 
the incredibly strong fullback. Brown was the 
team’s rushing leader, 805 yards, and Washington 
caught 46 passes—fully one-third of Kapp’s com- 
pletions—for 756 yards. 

But the Vikings played defense. The front line of 
Alan Page, Paul Dickson, Car] Eller and Jim Mar- 
shall was supergood. Gary Larsen was almost good 
enough to start. All are big and quick and mean. 

The linebackers—Roy Winston, Lonnie Warwick 
and Wally Hilgenberg—are, likewise, mean and 
strong. The secondary did not sound impressive, but 
Paul Krause, Dale Hackbart, Earsell Mackbee and 
Karl Kassulke made up in desire what they might 
have lacked in natural ability. 

It worked. Twice the Vikings defeated Green 
Bay, holding the Packers to 23 total points. Only 
242 points were surrendered all year, a healthy 
average of 17 points per game. 

But now it is another season and those same, 
ordinary methods shouldn’t be able to work again. 
On the other hand, perhaps they won’t have. to 
work, Like at quarterback, where the eternally-in- 
jured Gary Cuozzo is finally healthy and presents 
a true passing talent. 

Brown is still the functioning fullback, and a good 
one, while young Clint Jones or Dave Osborne will 
fight for the halfback job. Osborne will probably 
win it, but what a dandy reserve Grant has in Jones. 
Washington, Billy Martin, John Henderson and 
John Beasley are the prime receivers. 

Offensively, the line was better than expected: 
Milt Sunde and Jim Vellone (or Bookie Bolin) at 
guards; Mick Tinglehoff, annually an All-Pro, at 
center; Grady Alderman and Doug Davis at tackles 
—but watch out for 6-6, 270-pound Ron Yary, last 
year’s No. One choice. 

52 


Quarterback Joe Kapp (11) attempted 248 passes in 1968. They 
were good for 10 TD's and 1,695 yards. 


The Vikings drafted well at several positions, 
notably with Ed White (California guard) and 
Volly Murphy (Texas-El Paso flanker) as co-second 
round choices. They had no first choice, it having 
gone to New Orleans for Cuozzo. 

But old-fashioned football won enough games for 
the Central Division crown. If old-fashioned defense 
can be matched with a bit more modern offense, 
there’s no telling where Grant can take these Vik- 
ings in ’69. A 


OACH Joe Schmidt is a hard man to please. 
When he was a star middle linebacker, he de- 
manded perfection from himself and often delivered 


just that, if not more.Now, as the Lions’ keeper, he - 


demands the same top level of excellence. So far, 
he has not received it. 

This, then, should be Joe’s decisive season. He 
wants ...no, he demands. . . a winner. If he doesn’t 
get it, either the team will be greatly changed or 
Joe will throw the job back at William Clay Ford, 
the Lions’ owner. 

So where will Schmidt turn in order to make a 
winner? He does have an offense, and a good one. 
Start with the runners, Mel Farr and Dave Kopay, 
Tom Nowatzke or Nick Eddy. The quarterback, Bill 
Munson, had better be sharp, for young Greg Lan- 
dry (“the next real big one,” says Schmidt) is on 
the move. 

The receivers include Rookie of the Year Earl 
McCullough at flanker, Billy Gambrell at split end 
and Charley Sanders at tight end. McCullough and 
Sanders caught 40 passes each (Earl had 680 yards, 
Charley 533) and Gambrell, acquired from St. 
Louis, added 28 for 492 and seven touchdowns. 

The offensive line is adequate, though far from 
outstanding. Chuck Walton, a guard, and Bob 
Kowalkowski, his counterpart on the other side of 


Mel Farr (24) leapfrogs over opposition, gaining 597 yards in 
1968 for the Lions. 
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the line, are the Lions’ two best. If Munson (or 
Landry) comes up with a good season, this new- 
look Detroit offense (by new-look, Schmidt means 
speed and sudden striking ability) can be the 
surprise of the league. 

Defensively, it is a different sort of picture but 
one that can produce the same results. There are, 
however, many more “ifs” here. 

Can Alex Karras do it again as a tackle? That 
is the biggest “‘if” of all. The rest of the line—Larry 
Hand and John Baker at the ends, Jerry Rush at 
the other tackle—is solid, strong and young, but 
needs the leadership Karras provides. 

Linebackers are Mike Lucci, Paul Naumoff and 
Bill Swain, and the trio is perfectly adequate. The 
secondary, of course, is led by the incomparable 
young Lem Barney, who intercepted seven passes 
in his second NFL season and just missed defend- 
ing his rookie-won title of 1967. But then they 
stopped throwing his way, surely the highest com- 
plement. 

With Lem are Dick LeBeau, Wayne Rasmussen 
and either Bobby Thompson or Tommy Vaughn, 
satisfactory performers. 

No one special tripped in through the draft, for 
the Lions had traded off their No. One choice and 
had nothing from Round Four through Seven either. 
Halfback Altie Taylor, the No.Two pick from Utah 
State, might help ... but perhaps as a flanker or 
split end. A 


“ee 
CE 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ers 


COASTAL DIVISION 
1968 FINISH 


Wit 
Third 761 


1969 PREDICTION 
First 


ICK NOLAN, in his first season as 49ers’ head 
coach, did something the rest of them had 
failed to accomplish: He showed the team how to 
play defense, and it responded with a commendable 
season and promise of even better seasons in the 
near future. 
For years, the 49ers’ attack was big and fast and 


the defense was big and slow. Now, perhaps, they _[i' receivers are covered SOR i aa aes Ci 


have both earned the label “above average.” John 
Brodie is the quarterback, and if he can’t do it 
again, although that is far from likely—it will be 
George Mira or Steve Spurrier. Ken Willard and 
Gary Lewis finished as the second and 15th best 
runners in the league, Willard with 967 yards, 
Lewis with 573. 

Clifton McNeil was the league’s top pass-catcher, 
hauling in 71 for 994 yards. Dick Witcher added 39, 
Willard 36, Lewis 27. The offensive line was good, 
featuring Howard Mudd and John Thomas as the 
guards, Bruce Bosley at center and Len Rohde and 
Cas Banaszek the tackles. Forrest Blue, the team’s 
top pick in 1968, is a back-up center. 

Now the 49ers have Ted Kwalick, their top choice 
this year, at tight end. The Penn State All-America 
is 6-4, 235 and a genuine star. He will team with 
Witcher and McNeil. 

Defensively, San Francisco offered a good front 
four in Roland Lakes, Charley Krueger, Stan Hind- 
man and Clark Miller. Matt Hazeltine had a good 
linebacking season and wants to retire, leaving the 
job open to Ed Beard, Dave Wilcox and probably 
Skip Vanderbundt or Bob Harrison, although Brodie threw 404 passes in 1969, the most in the NFL, but 
fourth-round draft pick Jim Sniadecki, of Indiana, there were times like this one that ay: ran he 
could contest that situation. 

Jim Johnson and Kermit Alexander are excellent 
defensive backs, while Al Randolph and George 
Donnelly do an adequate job. Mel Phillips and rook- 
ie Hilton Crawford of Grambling might make waves. 

Still, it is up to Brodie, the old pro entering his 
13th season, to put it all together. He had a superb 
1968 season, finishing third, behind Earl Morrall 
and Don Meredith overall, but led the league in com- 
pletions (234) and yardage (3,020). He added. 22 
touchdown passes and was accurate 57 per cent of 
the time, a good figure. 

He has McNeil and Witcher. He likes to throw to 
his backs, and both Willard and Lewis can catch. 
Now he has Kwalick and he knows his defense can 
make up for some mistakes. 

It could be Brodie’s year. After all, he even has 
ey Tittle coaching him. A 


rpae Los Angeles Rams tried for three years to 
win an NFL championship with the accent on 
defense. Last season, they had the most terrifying 
‘defensive unit in the league, yet lost out because 
of problems with the offense. And, despite a bright 
outlook by head coach George Allen, the offense 
figures to provide more of the same—although most 
likely less severe—problems; while an aging factor 
on the defense could set in and hurt. 

Offensively, all the Rams must do is avoid in- 
juries to the running backs. Les Josephson, Dick 
Bass, Tommy Mason, Willie Ellison . . . none played 
14 regular games. Rookies Mike Dennis and Vilnis 
Ezerins played some; so did Henry Dyer and Jeff 
Jordan 

But it was a week-to-week guessing game, and 
Allen never did get his offense to generate the kind 
of yardage necessary. That, plus an off-season by 
quarterback Roman Gabriel, combined to let the 
Rams down in two key games. They finished 10-3, 
but it was not enough. 

But the defense was still potent, despite the mid- 
season loss of defensive end Lamar Lundy. His re- 
placement, young Greg Schumacher, could not meet 
Lundy’s exemplary standards. Dave Jones was as 
good as ever, which means he was the best defen- 
sive end in the league. Make that in either league. 
The tackles—Merlin Olsen and Roger Brown— 
were equally effective, and Olsen again won unani- 
mous All-Pro honors. 

Linebacking, especially as displayed by Maxie 
Baughan and Jack Pardee, was solid and stifling, 
and Eddie Meador, Clancy Williams and Irv Cross 
anchored a better-than-adequate secondary. 

But Gabriel must improve. Bernie Casey, Jack 
Snow and Bill Truax still figure as the receivers, 
although room must be made for the Rams’ second 
and third draft picks—Notre Dame’s Jim Seymour 
and USC’s Bob Klein—of the first round. The top 
Rams’ choice was Florida fullback Larry Smith, 
who just might move into starting status if Joseph- 
son does not recover quickly from a torn tendon in 
his calf, 

The line is good but such as Charley Cowan and 
Don Chuy are beginning to show signs of age. Still, 
such small details do not worry a team with a super 
defense—if, in fact, that defense is still super. The 
front line will tell that story. Jones is still superb. 
So, too, despite age, is Brown. Olsen has many 
years left and, if Schumacher can’t do it, perhaps 
rookie John Zook of Kansas can. Lundy has retired. 

Improving on a 10-3 season is difficult. But being 
in the same division with the Colts, it might be 
mandatory. A 


Roman Gabriel (18) better get rid of that ball fast. D Li 
of St. Louis is about to Brine him down, aes 
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BALTIMORE COLTS 
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Earl Morrall (15) passed for 26 TDs and, led the Colts to the 
NFL title, Can he repeat that performance? 


wr do you do for an encore? 

To the Baltimore Colts, the answer is simple. 
You again win a minimum 13 of 14 season games. 
You win the Western Conference playoff and you 
devastate your opponent in the NFL championship 
game. 

And then you stay awake long enough to add the 
Super Bowl to your collection of pelts . . . the Super 
Bowl, which should have been the easiest of all the 
post-season extravaganzas. 

But Baltimore ran into too much Miami sunshine 
last season . . . too much confidence, the sort that 
says “Jets? What Jets?” ... and too many cocky 
fans staying in the same motel all that week. 
Wherever the Colts turned, there were smiling 
faces saying “Win. Win. Win.” They got to believe 
it. 

Needless to say, the score was 16-7 and it was not 
the Jets on that short side. 

So now the Colts find themselves in the position 
of having to prove all over again they qualify as 
World Champs. This season’s edition will show the 
absence of three more veterans—Dick Szymanski 
(center), Bobby Boyd (defensive back) and Ordell 
Braase (defensive end). They have retired, (Boyd 
becoming defensive aide to Don Shula) and for them 
there will be no vindication. Their final game will 
always be the shocking loss to the Jets. 

But Baltimore could easily repeat as league 
champions, for the Colts possess depth, talent, ex- 
perience, dedication and that intangible called de- 
termination. “We are not a team that should have 
lost to the Jets,” says receiver Jimmy Orr. “It has 
been, a tough winter, and now we know what we 
have to do to rectify the situation.” 

Position-wise, the Colts’ first problem will be 
quarterback. Not finding one, however; deciding 
whether Johnny Unitas is fit to resume starting 
status or whether Earl Morrall—the league MVP 
—does it again. 

It might be tough dislodging an MVP and a 
championship quarterback and perhaps Unitas is 
the only man who can do it. The backfield has not 
changed. Tom Matte and Jerry Hiil will start, with 
Terry Cole, Timmy Brown and Preston Pearson in 
reserve. John Mackey is still the game’s best tight 
end, while Willie Richardson is one of the better 
flankers and Jimmy Orr or Ray Perkins will take 
the split end spot. Rookie Eddie Hinton, the No. One 
draft pick, will challenge Richardson. 

Dan Grimm, from the Falcons, will bolster the 
offensive line, which reads Bob Vogel, Glenn Res- 
sler, Bill Curry, Danny Sullivan and Sam Ball from 
tackle to tackle. Grimm will back up Sullivan. De- 
fense is spelled Bubba Smith, Billy Ray Smith, Fred 
Miller and either Roy Hilton or John Williams, 
who will battle to earn Braase’s spot. The line- 
backers are tops—Mike Curtis, Denny Gaubatz, Don 
Shinnick (a 13-year veteran)—and the secondary 
shows Lenny Lyles, Jerry Logan, Rich Volk and a 
sub for Boyd, probably Charlie Stukes. 

But the Colts—again—have supreme motivation 
to sustain them through a long summer, a longer 
season and, probably, some post-season activity. 
They will be rooting for two teams: Baltimore—and 
the New York Jets. A 


HERE weren’t too many teams worse than the 

Atlanta Falcons last season, anywhere! Sadly, 
Norm Van Brocklin’s bunch seems headed for such 
unwanted notoriety again in 1969. 

It is a team, almost, with one outstanding player, 
the impressive Tommy Nobis at middle linebacker. 
But there was a small trend late in the season, de- 
spite the final four games all being losses. It con- 
cerned young players. 

Mostly, it was defense where small stirrings 
were seen. Defensive end Claude Humphrey, the 
defensive Rookie of the Year, was the start of it. 
Carlton Dabney, a defensive tackle, also showed well 
as a rookie. With Nobis, this trio at least made 
Atlanta’s defense respectable. 

The return of halfback Junior Coffey, who mis- 
sed all of the season, should help. He was the top 
ground-gainer in 1967 before a preseason knee 
injury idled him last year. Youth in the secondary, 
young on offense, youth everywhere . . . the Fal- 
cons chose the right way to build; it’s just that 
results will be a long time coming 

Rookie offensive tackle George Kunz, the No. One 
draft pick, should start right away. So, too, should 
second selection Paul Gipson, a huge fullback, who 
will play alongside Coffey. Jim Butler, a competent 
replacement for Coffey, also is in the picture. 

Quarterback was a problem, once it became ap- 
parent that Randy Johnson, so impressive as a 
rookie, was mired in a sophomore stew. He finally 
lost his job to retread Bob Berry, but should regain 
it; and in the wings is Bruce Lemmerman, a good- 
looking free agent last season. 

So Van Brocklin has no choice but to attack with 
youth and absorb, if possible, the mistakes of youth. 
He will be giving it his first full effort, having taken 
over from Norb Hecker in mid-season, and he has 
finally had the time to revamp the offense, realign 
his staff and start planning on his own. 

Defense must improve. The Falcons’ points-sur- 
rendered total, 389, was the highest in the league. 
Only four times in 14 games did the opposition fail 
to score at least three touchdowns, up to a high of 
47 by Minnesota, 44 by Baltimore and 41 by Pitts- 
burgh. 


ATLANTA FALCONS 


COASTAL DIVISION 
1968 FINISH 
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Fourth 2 12 0 
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Yet a 2-12 season does not reverse itself in a 
year. Especially not when a volume turnover is ex- 
pected, when youth must battle youth for the right 
to make errors, when veterans who were the culls 
and rejects of other teams still have the lead in 
starting positions. 

But given time, fortune and talent, Van Brock- 
lin will make something of this franchise. More, at 
any rate, than presenting Nobis by himself. A 


Atlanta’s Tommy Nobis (60) has developed into one of the finest linebackers in pro football. He is the lone bright spot in the 
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Atlanta Falcons’ lineup. Here he hangs on tight to Pittsburgh’s Roy Jefferson. 
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GALE SAYERS 


(Continued trom page 11) 


he was shy and introverted. Writers 
often found him uncommunicative and 
the insensitive ones thought this was a 
sign of unfriendliness, Since then, 
they have all learned that all his life 
Gale had difficulty communicating with 
people. So, maybe he’d grunt or give 
one-word answers when he found him- 
self deluged by questioners game after 
game, week after week. His wife, Linda, 
whom he met and married while both 
were undergraduates at Kansas, has 
been an immense help to Gale in getting 
him to open up to the world more. 

“T’ve seen him come a long way,” she 
says. “If you had known him when he 
was starting at Kansas, well, anybody 
that did know him then said that he 
underwent a remarkable transition in 
those four years. When he started 
school there, he couldn’t express him- 
self whatsoever. That’s why I think 
Kansas really matured him, He talks a 
lot better now.” 

Today, when you approach Sayers as 
a stranger, he is not anywhere near as 
aloof as he once was, Ask him a ques- 
tion and he fairly gets up a running 
stream of words, trying to be both ex- 
plicit and helpful, and succeeding at 
both. If you have any further doubts, 
consider the fact that he is now em- 
ployed as a stockbroker in Chicago by 
Paine, Webber, Jackson & Curtis. Can 
you imagine anyone hiring a man to 
sell stocks who couldn’t talk? 

Still, he does his best talking on a 
football field, and if you believe Sayers, 
he is going to be at his most expressive 
this year. He doesn’t expect to have any 
mental blocks the first time he is hit, 
and he fully expects the knee to stand 
up to the stiffest test in contact. “I’m 
ready to go right now,” he insists. 

A couple of years ago, Buddy Young 
was trying to assess Sayers’ greatness 
even then, “He’s a born slasher,” said 
Young, who knows a thing or two about 
the art, “a knife. He can run right 
through anybody. But the true test of 
Gale will be when he has to play when 
hurt. The truly great ones will go on 
anything short of a broken leg, Jim 
Taylor played a whole year on two— 
not one, but two—bad ankles. Paul Hor- 
nung had a pinched nerve that ran from 
the back of his neck all the way through 
his shoulder. And I remember Gino 
Marchetti playing for us 11 days after 
an appendectomy. It’s all mental, You 
have to absolutely shut out any fear of 
physical injury you might have. When 
Gale does that, I’ll know he’s great. And 
I have no doubt that he will because, as 
I said, he is very much aware of the 
price he has to pay.” 

Sayers paid that price with that rigid 
off-season regimen to which he sub- 
jected himself. “It depends on how much 
you want to come back,” he says, “how 
bad you want it.” His voice tells you 
how much he wants it...and how well 
he will do. A 
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Gale Sayers (40) runs into the waiting arms of Atlanta’s big Tommy N 


obis (60). 


COACH YOUR OWN PRO FOOTBALL TEAM! 


PLAY THE APBA PRO LEAGUE FOOTBALL GAME 


COACH ALL THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE PLAYERS! 


THE APBA PRO LEAGUE FOOTBALL GAME ACTUALLY BRINGS THE NATIONAL 
FOOTBALL LEAGUE PLAYERS INTO YOUR VERY HOME. YOU COACH THEM! 
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Each player, not just the stars, 


responds in every detail, 
National Football League records—in passing, punting, pass receiving, 


according to his 
place kicking 


and ball carrying. You can, count on the League's outstanding runners to lead your 


league's ground game. They and every other ball carrier will 
including their long runs, too! 


ground gaining percentage, 


average their NFL 


You call the plays on offense and set the line on defense for the play you think 


is coming. You can even ‘gang-up' on 


the player you think will carry the ball or 


receive the pass, and if you analyze the opponent's plays correctly, you stop or lessen, 


his advance! 


APBA Pro League Football reproduces every de- 
tail of the living game — injuries, penalty call-backs 
after the play is run, the clock-stopping out-of- 
bounds plays and incomplete passes, realistic fum- 
ble frequency and all the minute details that give a 
realism never before known in a table football game. 

Even the interior offensive and defensive line- 
men will reflect their real-life running ability on re- 
covered fumbles, blocked kicks or intercepted passes. 


Defensively, too, every player is just as realistic. 
You'll miss a star Cleveland linebacker when he’s in- 
jured, just as much as the real-life Browns do! 

You'll thrill to find your leading quarterbacks 
throwing more touchdown passes than the other 
quarterbacks and the leading punters will average the 
highest yardage per kick for you, too. The place kickers 
will give you results typical of their season's perform- 
ance, on long tries as well as the short ones! 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE PLAYER SETS ALSO AVAILABLE 


We will send you complete details of this fabulous game, 
just send us your name and address (PLEASE PRINT !T) and ask 


now in its twelfth year, if you will 
for “APBA Football.’ Under no obliga- 


tion to you, we shall send a complete description of the game and how it may be obtained, including pic- 


tures anda free sample card of one of the 480 


APBA GAME CO., INC. ° 


players included in this sensational game. 


53-27F Eastman Avenue °® Lancaster, Penna. 17604 


Copyright 1969 


PRO Pro football stars get their kicks from giving youngsters the 


CLINIC 


It’s better to be a “Drop-In” than a drop-out. 

That’s the message of “Youth Drop-Ins,” an in- 
dustrially sponsored program that is bringing pro- 
fessional football stars to schools and youth cen- 
ters all across the country. 

This nationwide program, which started late last 
year, has already reached thousands of youngsters. 
The pro stars run football clinics, talk to the kids 
and generally remind them that someone cares. 

Often, the clinics leave a lasting impression on 
the pros. Take Bobby Duhon of the New York Gi- 
ants for example. 

Duhon visited the Louisiana State School for the 
Deaf in Baton Rouge, La., for one of the clinics 


Pro linemen are big favorites at the Drop- 
In clinics. Here John Schmitt (right) cen- 
ter of the New York Jets, and Jack Pardee 
(below) Los Angeles Ram linebacker, 

demonstrate their specialties, ss 
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which have been developed and sponsored by Owens- 
Corning Fiberglas Corp. He spent a couple of hours 
communicating with the youngsters through a sign 
language interpreter. 

“Talking to these deaf children was one of the most 
heart-warming experiences of my life,” said Duhon. 
“Those kids really have courage and are normal in 
spite of their speech handicap. That was really a 
great day for me.” 

Pat Richter of the Washington Redskins hosted 
a “Drop-In” at Charlotte, N.C. and had a message 
for the kids there. And it wasn’t only about punting 
and pass-catching. 

“T think when you’re young like you are right 
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inside story on athletics and studies. 


now, you have the opportunity to get good habits 
formed. And that’s all it is. It’s not because you 
have the brains or you don’t. It just boils down to 

the study habits. 
“I’m still going to school now,” said Richter, who 
was an All-American at Wisconsin in his undergrad- 
3 uate days. “Being out of college a couple of years 
and getting back into the groove of studying is quite 
tough. I know how tough it is. So while you’re young, 
get these habits formed because these are the things 
that are going to be the most important parts of 


your life.” 
’ ; fae 22 sh = Sam... 
And that’s basically the message the pros have Joe Morrison, the New York Giants’ handyman, gives his clinic 
to deliver. Play hard and study hard. class some blackboard basics. 


Pat Richter of the Washington Redskins showed a clinic in Charlotte, N.C. the right way to placekick a football and the 
right way to combine studies and sports to get the most out of both. 
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Now you can prepare in spare time for a reward tas Take a few minutes right now to read the brief descriptions of 
ing career in one of America’s fastest-grow - he | the exciting opportunities open to you now. Then choose your 
ing opportunity fields - Conservation or Drafting, a al career on the coupon and mail it today. We'll send you abso- 
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by-step ‘‘Learn-by-Doing’’ home-study method DRAFTING the field of your choice —jam packed with exciting facts about 
makes these subjects easy to master—exciting the opportunities, your future and what you can do to insure 
and fun to learn. You'll find North American training can un- your own success. Mail the coupon today sure! No salesman 
lock the door to success and prestige for you in a field where will call. 

your daily work is fun and challenging — where opportunity 
has no limits. 


Choose your Exciting Career in Conservation 
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HIGH PAY JOB 


%* Don't be chained to office desk, store counter 
or factory machine. Easy home-study plan pre- 
pares you now in off-duty hours for outdoor 
man's dream job in Forestry and Wildlife Con- 
servation. Get the jacts. Plan to live the life 
you love. Mail coupon today! 


THRILLS & ADVENTURE Many Forestry and 
Wildlife men hunt mountain lions — parachute 
from planes to help marooned animals or save 
lives of injured campers — protect forests — ar- 
rest game violators. Adventure, public service, 
good pay. Rush coupon today! 
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SECURITY—LOW LIVING COSTS Most Con- 
servation Careers are permanent. No layoffs. 
No worry about your paycheck. Living costs 
BECOMES CONSERVATION are low, too—and a pension may assure you a 
OFFICER! good income for life when you retire. Hard 
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Take your pick of thousands of big salary jobs open to Draftsmen. 
U. S. Labor Dept, reports “42% more Draftsmen needed in next 10 
years — not enough applicants to fill jobs available now."’ Easy home- 
study plan has helped hundreds of beginners toward good income, 
security, prestige as Draftsmen — many with only grade school train- 
ing. Others report good earnings drafting part time while still learning. 
The door is open to you now. Mail coupon today! 


GOOD PAY—TOP SECURITY Drafting is a profession of 
good pay —right from the start! Salaries for beginners are usually 
above those paid office workers and factory help who have years of 
senority and experience. Drafting is secure—once you are trained as 
a Draftsman, you can apply your knowledge to any industry. And 
Drafting is virtually ‘“‘automation-proof” since even machines must 
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Weeb Ewbank, the only man ever to win titles in both the NFL 
and the AFL, enjoys the victory ride after his Jets gained the 
Super Bow! date by beating Oakland. 
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Flanker Don Maynard hugs the touchdown ‘pass that took the Jets to Miami. A flurry of quick pitches by Joe Namath—two of 
them to Maynard—gave New York the winning TD in the 27-23 title game victory over Oakland. 


It wasn’t all a bed of roses for Namath against the Raiders. Here he just manages to get off his pass before massive Ben 
Davidson lands on top of him and massages his face in the Shea Stadium turf. 
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continued on next page 


Meanwhile, Cleveland and Baltimore battled for the NFL title. Leroy Kelly (44) ran into a block wall of Colts (above) and Tom 
Matte (41 below) shook loose for three TDs as Baltimore won, 34-0. 


4 In the Super Bowl, Namath had to 
contend with the likes of massive 
Bubba Smith (78). But Joe Willie 
came through with 17 completions 
for 206 yards. 


continued on next page 


The Jet attack was balanced between Namath’s passing and the running of Matt Snell and Emerson Boozer. Here Boozer takes a 


handoff and heads into the Colt line. 


SUPER BOWL 


continued 


beat siti Ne 
Quarterback Namath hunches over the Jets’ line 
and barks out signals for the next play. 


Johnny Sample (24) knocks this Colt pass out of 
Willie Richardson’s hands. 
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KANSAS CITY 
CHIEFS 


and American Football League Teams 


Authentic design and emblem of your favorite pro-football team framed 
and ready to hang. Made of high impact plastic to give sharp color and 
authentic detail. All NFL and AFL teams available. Each plaque framed 


and ready to hang. This item makes a popular gift and collector's item for- 


the den, family room, bedroom or TV room. Only $1. + 25¢ shipping 
charges, Order more than one at only $1. each and save 25¢ shipping 
charges. Specify team or team(s) desired in handy coupon available. Full 
Money Back Guarantee if not delighted. 
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I Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 l 

| Rush me the item(s) listed below at only $1. +25¢ | 
shipping charges. Each additional item only $1. 
Full Money Back Guarantee if | am not delighted. l 
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INSIDE OAKLAND‘S 
PRESSURE COOKER 


(Continued from page 22) 


ing, “I feel that everyone works to- 
gether. Decisions are not yoing to come 
from just me, but from everyone on the 
staff,” 

Don’t lose any sleep feeling sorry 
for Madden. Working and learning 
under an Al Davis is not the worst 
thing that could happen to an aspiring 
young coach. Look what it did for 
Rauch. 

The former Oakland coach was a 
hard-working, young, fairly anonymous 
man who suddenly had his chance thrust 
upon him when the American Football 
League fired Joe Foss as commissioner 
and tapped Al Davis for the job. 

This was in April, 1966, and Davis, 
Rauch, the Raiders and the AFL all felt 
the job would last a while. But every- 
body had failed to reckon with Davis’ 
genius and within eight weeks, the 
National Football League was begging 
for peace between the two leagues, the 
AFL was accepting and Davis was out 
of work. 

Davis accomplished this coup by the 
simple expedient of signing up as many 
of the NFL’s top stars that could hear 
money talk. John Brodie, the San Fran- 
cisco quarterback, owes much of his 
exalted financial position to the fact 
that he is today receiving money from 
the Houston Oilers of the AFL for 
doing nothing as well as from his prin- 
cipal employer, the 49ers. 


And by the time Roman Gabriel, the 
Los Angeles Rams’ quarterback, puts 
his name on a Raider contract and 
while Alex Karras and other of the 
Detroit Lions and Tucker Frederick- 
son and other of the New York Giants 
were also considering switching leagues, 
the merger talks had begun. 

Davis and some others, notably form- 
er New York Jets’ owner, Sonny Werb- 
lin, thought the AFL had given up too 
easily and had paid too high a price, 
but they were in a minority, Davis quit, 
and was given a vague position as 
advisor to the league, one he still holds. 

The Raiders welcomed him back, 
though, this time as Managing General 
Partner—which means a general man- 
ager with a piece of the club—and he 
assumed control of the club everywhere 
except on the field while the games were 
going on, If there was any conflict be- 
tween Davis and Rauch it was kept in 
the family and the club prospered, 

It is sometimes forgotten that Davis, 
for all his coaching brilliance, never 
brought the Raiders so much as a 
Western Division title. Bringing them 
from the depths at which he found 
them (last in 1961 and 1962) to second 
place in 1963 was considered enough of 
an accomplishment for him to be named 
Coach of the Year. 

In 1966, Rauch’s first year, the club 
again finished second, but during the 
off-season Davis showed he hadn’t lost 
his touch by trading quarterback Tom 
Flores (151 completions in 306 attempts 
with 24 touchdown passes to Buffalo for 
Daryle Lamonica, a bench-sitter for 
four years. 


Those who came to scoff stayed to 
cheer and the Raiders went all the way 
to the Super Bowl. Last season started 
out the same way. The Raiders posted 
a 12-2 Western Division record, demol- 
ished Kansas City in a playoff and left 
for New York hoping for another trip 
to Miami. 

The Jets: were ready for this one, 
though, and the Raiders found them- 
selves having to fight back every inch 
of the way. And fight they did. From 
being down 10-0, they came back to a 
13-10 deficit at halftime and a 28-20 
lead with eight minutes left in the game. 

Within 31 seconds, though, Joe 
Namath completed a brilliant 52-yard 
pass to Don Maynard in the mud at the 
Raider six and then hit Bill Mathis 
with a touchdown throw. The Jets led 
27-28. 

Still, the Raiders came back, La- 
monica leading them to the New York 
26 with 5:54 left. The Jets held, though, 
and with fourth and 10, everybody was 
ooking for George Blanda, who had 
already kicked three field goals, to 
come in and try to bring the Raiders 
within a point and hope his teammates 
could get in position for another three- 
pointer. 

But, incredibly, Blanda stayed on the 
bench. Had Rauch lost his nerve? La- 
monica went back to pass and was 
smothered by Jet end Verlon Biggs, 
who had faked inside and leaped around 
a blocker, The drive was over. 

‘We should have gone for three points 
then,” said Davis—the first time any- 
body had heard him criticize Rauch 

(Continued on page 72) 


The Raider offensive line gives quarterback Daryle Lamonica plenty of time to set up and throw this long pass downfield. 
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JOE NAMATH: 
“WE CAN DO IT AGAIN.” 


(Continued from page 7) 
got hurt. Mathis stayed and cashed 
in on the Super Bowl. 

“Yes, we could do it again,” Weeb 
said, “but everyone who wins has to 
be good and fortunate. We have pro- 
gressed, too. Babe Parilli is in a 
better position now to replace Joe if 
he has to. Just an example... just an 
example. 

“T think we still have to improve in 
one department, We have to improve 
in kick returns. But we have a lot 
of young ones who grew up last year: 
Mike D’Amato, John Dockery, Jeff 
Richards, And we drafted for this, too, 
with Mike Battle and Chris Gilbert. i 

“The biggest, the most important 
thing,” Ewbank said, “is to be able to 
fill a spot if we have to. Last year, 
we were able to move Dave Herman t 
from guard to tackle because we had 
gotten Bob Talamini in a trade at the 
start of the season. 

“For the first time, we had the depth 
we needed. This year, I expect we'll 
have better depth. But, there still is a 
lot of competition ahead of us.” 

The Jets suffered one major loss in 
off season. Offensive backfield coach 
Clive Rush moved to become head coach 
in Boston. But Ewbank hired Ken 
Meyer from the 49ers to replace Rush. 

/ , : Meyer coached Namath at Alabama. 
7 ka “I was backfield coach for Bear 
j Bryant and had Namath his junior and 
i senior years,” Meyer said. “Now, you 
ne ask why did I take the job with 

; New York? 

“You just don’t get many invitations 
to join world champions,” Meyer 
grinned. “And just look at. the Jets. 
Their victory in the Super Bowl was no 


Joe Namath (12) keeps opposing defenses hopping with passes to George Sauer (83) and handoffs to Matt Snell (41). 
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fluke. It was well conceived, well 
planned and well executed. The Jets’ 
opportunities are still ahead of them.” 

Joe Spencer, whose offensive line 
protects Namath, shrugs at the thought 
of doing it again. “We’ll just have to 
work that much harder to repeat,” he 
said. “I was with Houston when we won 
the AFL title in ’60 and ’61. Well, we 
got beat in ’62 in that sudden death 
playoff. The reason we lost is that we 
did not prosper over the year. We had 
won, then we didn’t improve. 

“That’s what happened to Green 
Bay last year.” 

Spencer believes the Jets have an 
all-league player in John Schmitt at 
center to anchor a good, young line. 
“Randy Rasmussen grew up at guard, 
Talamini is an old solid veteran, Dave 
Herman is another all-league, and so 
is Winnie Hill. Whether we can im- 
prove on this line remains to be seen. 
But it did a great job, didn’t it?” 

The world knows about the receivers: 
George Sauer, Don Maynard, Bake 
Turner, Pete Lammons and, of course, 
Namath’s arm. The public recognizes 
the Jets’ defense is good. The Super 
Bowl job convinced all doubters. 

“We'll have Verlon Biggs coming in 
lighter than ever,” defensive line coach 
Buddy Ryan said after signing the 
big end 24 hours before the option dead- 
line. “Gerry Philbin, Paul Rochester, 


Carl McAdams, John Elliott .. . and 
we'll have good relief for our line- 
backers, Al Atkinson, Ralph Baker and 
Larry Grantham, who went almost the 
whole year with Paul Crane filling in. 

“Mike Stromberg is back after a 
knee operation. We drafted a couple 
who could help .. . Mike Hall (Ala- 
bama) and Jimmy Jones (Wichita 
State). And the entire defensive back- 
field should be back, Remember, we’re 
the youngest team ever to win.” 

In Miami, Namath was saying prac- 
tically the same things. Only now he 
added one word of doubt. 

“How much punishment can the 
body take?” 

He considered six exhibition games, 
including the College All Star Game 
the Jets play this year... 14 regular 
season games ... and then the playoff 
road to the Super Rowl. 

“I played golf a couple of weeks ago,” 
he said, “and I had to quit. My right 
knee started to hurt like the devil. 
The doctor says I won’t need another 
operation and I can play without in- 
juring it. But it hurts me, not him.” 

This isn’t a yardstick to measure the 
reason why the Jets won’t repeat. 
Namath kas limped through four years 
of the pros and had three knee opera- 
tions. As long as the Jets give him the 
protection he needs, he'll go in as a 
favorite. 


That’s why it’s so easy to helieve 
him when he says: 
“We could do it again.” A 


THE PRO FOOTBALL 
REALIGNMENT BATTLE 


(Continued from page 26) 


better teams. Frankly, | was as surprised 
as anyone when they came in with 
those three. It was the first concrete 
offer thrown at us and we accepted 
immediately,” 

Paul Brown was just as enthusiastic, 

“It was better than | could have 
hoped for,” said the Cincinnati “boss. “I 
have fulfilled one ambition | had here— 
to bring National League football -to 
Cincinnati. It is a tremendous step in 
behalf of the Cincinnati franchise.” 

Speaking of Modell's decision to 
move, Brown said, “Art must think that, 
over-all, it is better for his team and 
pro football in general.” 

“| think I'm taking the biggest risk,” 
said Modell, who rode out the final 
hours of the settlement in a New York 
hospital, resting his ulcers. “The Steel- 
ers kept the Browns and that’s good 
for them.-Baltimore’s a sellout no matter 
what. The AFL got more than they 
thought they would. Paul Brown's got to 
be happy, very happy.” 

So is Pete Rozelle. A 
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INSIDE OAKLAND’S 
PRESSURE COOKER 


(Continued from page 68) 


publicly, And then, as if to say that 
this was not mere fault-finding in the 
heat of losing a championship, Davis 
added, “And we should have gone for 
a touchdown when we were at the New 
York one in the third period.” 

That was when Blanda’s second field 
goal, from the nine, lifted the Raiders 
into a 18-18 tie. 

Rauch’s explanation was, “We wanted 
the lead. I didn’t think we’d get the ball 
again. We needed the ball again. We 
tried and we failed.” 

As it was, of course, there was time 
and the Raiders nearly made it all the 
way back. With a little more than two 
minutes left, Lamonica took the club to 


Oakland's Pete Banaszak (40) takes off b 


ehind his pul 
re 7 a 


the Jet 24, certainly close enough to 
maneuver for what could have been the 
game-winning field goal. 

But, needing the touchdown, Lamonica 
had to throw, and when he found his 
receivers covered he flipped a safety- 
valve toss to rookie running back Char- 
ley Smith. The ball hit the ground be- 
hind Smith while in front of television 
sets around the country people recog- 
nized it was a lateral and that the ball 
was still in play. 

Smith, though, thought it was a for- 
ward pass, stood flat-footed and Jet 
linebacker Ralph Baker grabbed the 
ball. The Jets lived through the final 
two minutes, having had a much harder 
time of it with the Raiders than they 
eventually would with the Baltimore 
Colts in the Super Bowl. 

In the heat of the moment, Davis’ 
raps at Rauch were generally over- 


ak 


ling guard, Gene Upshaw (63), in this actio 


looked; though they were printed in a 
number of places. However, few ob- 
servers made much of them. 

But in less than a week rumors 
spread that Rauch was out—that he 
would be fired, that he would quit, that 
Davis would again become coach, that 
he wouldn’t, take your pick. 

Soon, it was confirmed. Rauch would 
go to Buffalo, there to rise to great 
heights with O. J. Simpson, which is 
not a terrible fate, even for Buffalo. 

Rauch’s successor, John Madden, 
views his appointment as the fulfillment 
of a dream, “Like some kids played 
house,” he has said, “I played head 
coach.” 

Like Davis and Rauch, Madden may 
find being coach of the Raiders the first 
big step in a long and satisfying career 
in pro football, As long as he remem- 
bers whose house he is playing in. A 


n against Kansas City. 
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MORRALL VS. UNITAS 


(Continued from page 14) 


end Stan Hindman, who romped 25 
yards for a touchdown. 

“The Baltimore fans were so silent 
you could have heard Morrall’s voice all 
the way to Atlanta,” Harry Hulmes 
remembers. 

“I wanted to hide,” Morrall said. 
“But no one on the club seemed con- 
cerned about it. The next time we got 
the ball we scored. That eased some of 
the doubts‘right away.” 

As the season progressed, all the 
doubts disappeared. The Colts won their 
first five games, were upset by Cleve- 
land, then won the last eight games on 
the schedule, beat Minnesota for the 
Western Conference title and annihi- 
lated Cleveland for the league crown. 

Unitas, fheanwhile, continued having 
his problems. He played in five games 
but couldn’t contribute anything to the 
Colt attack. In fact he detracted from it 
greatly in the Cleveland game, Enter- 
ing the contest in the second half with 
Cleveland leading 14-7, Unitas suc- 
ceeded on only one of 11 passes and had 
three intercepted. Two of those steals 
led to Brown touchdowns, the third to 
a field goal. 

More frequently his game routine 
had him on the sidelines studying the 
other teams’ defense. When Morrall 
would come off the field, Johnny would 
talk to him and tell him what he had 
seen, 

“T knew John before but only in a 
general way,” Morrall said. “Last year 
I really got to know him, and my re- 
spect increased because of his knowl- 
edge of football, his willingness to help 
me and the kind of man he is. I won’t 
say I couldn’t have made it without 
Johnny’s help, but it would have been 
a lot tougher. We discussed every game 
plan, and he worked with me continu- 
ally on the sidelines, suggesting ways 
to go about getting single coverage on 
a receiver, which is the Utopian goal of 
every quarterback. There’s no doubt 
about it. Johnny Unitas has been real 
good to me.” 

In a very concrete way, of course, 
Morrall was good to Unitas and the 
rest of the Colts because he helped 
bring them the riches that accrue to 
the winner of a league title (even to the 
loser of the Super Bowl). 

“You can’t say enough good things 
about Earl,” Unitas commented. “He 
knows the ins and outs of football, how 
to handle an offense and he mixes his 
plays well. I always thought he was a 
sound quarterback. He has a good arm, 
and his basic approach to the game is 
good. Experience means a lot, and Earl 


’ is cool and calculating. You can’t under- 


play the importance of experience.” 
Yet despite the accolades each de- 
livers to the other, they are faced with 
fighting each other for the No. 1 job 
this year—Morrall, the 35-year-old vet- 
eran who finally found success in his 
18th year, and Unitas, the 36-year-old 
veteran who has more records than the 


e) he 


Beatles. It poses the question—will they 
win or war? 

The battle, of course, depends on the 
condition of Unitas’ right arm. There 
has been some speculation:that Unitas’ 
arm was sound enough to permit him 
to play toward the end of last season 
although in the second half of the 
Super Bowl only two of his 24 tosses 
went further than 20 yards, One. was 
incomplete, the other was intercepted. 

“T felt good enough to play the last 
three or four weeks before the Super 
Bowl,” Unitas said. “But you can’t 
change horses in midstream when a 
team goes as well as we were. It 
wouldn’t have been fair to Earl,” 

But it’s a new season, and both men 
are starting all over. 

“T won’t go to training camp with 
any preconceived notions,” Morrall said. 
“The thing will work out to the best 


advantage of the team. We'll just have 


to wait and see what happens.” 
Said Unitas: “If I have to win the 
job back, I will.” 


Chances are, though, there won’t be 


Johnny Unitas, headed for a fall, hopes to jump back up with the Colts 


+f ea 
in ’69.. 


une 


any battle. If Unitas still is troubled by 
his elbow and can’t regain his effective- 
ness, the job once again is Morrall’s. 
If, on the other hand, Unitas can 
return to his 1967, or normal, form, he 
will go into the starting line-up. And if 
that happens, there’s a strong possi- 
bility Morrall will go into retirement. 
After you’ve tried harder long enough 
to become No. 1 and then someone says 
you’re No. 2 again, you might as well 
relinguish the number; especially if 
you’re 35. A 
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1968 NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE STATISTICS 
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Larson, Wash... 44 132 30 16 1 Ogden, Atl... 1 T2120. 12 4 
Whitfield, Wash... 37. 125 34 17 0 Wilson, StL, ... 1 Wee. JP 30 
Meredith, Dall... 22 23 56 16 1 ee.” Balt eB Wes 40: 21 = 0 
Pinder, Phil: 2. =40. BEF 28. 2% OO Rakestraw, Chi. 9 Wale 7 0 
Nowatzke, Det... 360 «= d116s«s32 -Cl:Ssd Meador, LA... 1 THO 37 0. 
Barrington, NO... 45. FP 25. .22- 0 Denny, Minn, .. eee 9 AS 29 « 0 
Munson, Det 22 25>. 8 Ae 2G Huarte, Phi. =i UP ass tiie 0 
Shy, Pitt 2 2 = 35 itG 500 as" Asbury, Pitt = A R670 8 2 0 
Concannon, Chi, -. 28 104 37 16 2 Morin, Clev. 1 & 60. 8.6 
Mackey, Bal... JG 109 103° 39 0 Barney, Clevy.. ... 0 B30 8. 1 
Wheelwright, N.O. . 21 83:4 ot. 1 Cunningham, SF. 6 422 = 85006 
Johnson, Atl... 11 OF See 26-1 LOOX SIAN, oc 6 7212= 6 0 
Kilmer, N.O, 2... 22 97: 4h<. 22 32 Reed, Minn. 2 & 30. -- 5.2 0 
Kurek, Chi. ‘17 8 562.00. 4) Mira, S.F. 1 Fae: 8° 6 
McCarthy, Atl... 31 86-28) (18. 1 Walden, Pitt, eo se Fez5 5. 4 
Pearson, Balt) .- 19° «78-41 y 0 D. Smith, Wash, .. 3 S214. 31, 0 
lane, Si.’ Mi AZ. 8 South, NiO, 2... 4 Roly 27 0 
Brodie, SF. = «18 WT) 3916 0 Cuozzo, Minn, 1 AAs 6 0 
Ryan, Glev. ‘Tl 64 58 19 20 Green, Onis 1 AAD 4. Oh 
Williams, G.B. —... 33 63. 15 - 3.0 COW: Sie A Av-r0. 3) 4:0 
Starr; GB: = 62: 56) 19). 1 Plum UA Og dnl, 2 0 
Jefferson, Pitt 6 5} 39 222. 10 Sanders, Det. .- 2 Sl5™ -2- 8 
Shiner, Pith ...._-14 53 Se ie oO Ezerins, LAL... 2 200 2 «li 0 
Norman, Dall. .. 4 51 128 26 0 Baker, NO... = 4 2s 34. 9 
Mercein, GB... 17 AQ 25° 8 Hayes, Dall... 4 2505. 6, 0 
D. Williams, StL. 3 ik 3 ON) Hire e ee 1 yy. -1. =0 
Mitchell, Wash... 10 46 «46 «13'—Ct«*OO McNeill, NO... 2 Tepes tsi 0 
Bleier, Pitti, ._..3 78 39: 65 21> (6 Lemmerman, Atl. 1. @200..0 20 
Landry, Det, —._.. 7 39-358 Sid 23 Wood, NY... 2 Esoe 2.9 
Morrison, Clev, ... 18 39 ee - We I Theofiledes, Wash... 3 6250. 7-8 
Minniear, N.Y... 14 38; 24 91 2 Johnson, StL, ss 5 i -§2 3° 0 
Daniels, SF... 12 a et 8 Unitas, Balt, 3 ~~ -03: 5 0 
Gilliam, NO. -- 2 36 180 29 OF Penny; Gi: -1 —10° -1--.0 
Ballman, Phil. _ 1 30-3002 30. 05 McNeil, Sis I -1-—1,0 —-l 0 
Nelsen, Clev. 13 0:5 237.48) 7 Whitsell, NO... 1 -1.-10 ~1 0 
Wallace, Chi, ..... 3 297 18 =. 0 YouroMte se 2 2k 5 8G 
Bryant, At: —.. =._§ pate VES Cor a Taylor, Wash. 2 ohare 4. <0 
ivie Cae oe A 28: 2B 26.0 Bragg, Wash... 1 =p Oe dD 
Morton, Dall... 4 28 10; dee Sweetan, NO. .. 4 este 2. 6 
Morrison, N.Y, 9 2b Sk. 8 Goede ce eS a 0. OD 
Abramowicz, N.O.. 2 27.135 18 0 Simmons, Ath... 1 -6-60 -6 0 
Snead, Phil. .... 9 27 30 9. Ue. Honiv GB? 2 8 Tera “ls = 0 
Livingston, Chi. 7 27.36 (8 —@ Wright, Dall. .... 1 -10-100 -10 0 
Campbell, Det, 7 24 34. 5 0 Spurrier, S.F. 2 de 15-159 —15 ~0 
Bratkowski, G.B,... 8 2A 3.0 «Ae. 68 Lothridge, Atl. _. 1 -16-160 -16 0 
Jones, Phil. _..___ 22 2h ST 2 10: 6 *_High for 1968. 


1968 AMERICAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE STATISTICS 


1968 AFL PASSING 


Pct. 


Yards 


Atts. Comp. Comp. Gained Tds 
131 *58.5 2109 


DAWSON, Kansas City. 224 
Lamonica, Oakland ... 416 206 
Namath, N.Y. — _ 380 187 
Griese, Miami... 355 - 186 
Had!, San Diego... *440 *208 
Sofa Citi sac A 88 
Briscoe, Denver 224 =: 93 
Beathard, Houston .... 223° 105 
Sherman, Houston _.. 226 90 
Darragh, Buffalo... 215 = 92 
Taliaferro, Boston _... 176 67 
Trull, Houston... 105 53 
Tensi, Denver 119 48 
Warren, Cin... 80. 47 
Rutkowski, Buffalo 100s Al 
Wyche, Cin, Sores 
Davis, Houston _.. «86S 33 
Blanda, Oakland .-... 49. 30 
Pariltic Never DGG 
Stephenson, Buffalo. 79 29 
Leclair, Denver 54 = 27 
Lee, Kansas City... 45 2 
Atts. 
ROBINSON, Gin. _.*238 
Holmes, KC, .... 174 
Dixon, Oak, —..... 206 
Granger, Hou. 202 
Post §SAD ses NBT 
Snell, N.Y. — 179 
Kiick, Miami... 165 
Nance, Bos. ...... 177 
Little, Denver _.... 158 
Garrett, KC. 164 
Csonka, Mia, ........ 138 
Anderson, Buf, _— 147 
Smith, Oak. 2... 95 
Boozer, N.Y. ...... 143 
Campbell, Hou. .. 115 
Smit: 5.0. 88 
Foster, $.D. ......... 109 
Banaszak, Oak. .. 91 
Hayes, K.C, .--.. 85 
Gamble, Bos. ...... 78 
Briscoe, Den. 4} 
Gregory, Buff... 52 
Cappadona, Buff. . 73 
Griese, Mia. .... 42 
Lynch, Den... - 66 
Thomas, Bos. .... 88 
Mathis, N.Y. 0. 74 
Ford, Den. 4} 
does CN Yio0e. cece 
E. Johnson, Cin... 26 
Mitchell, Mia. 54 
Blanks, How. ..... 63 


76 


49.5 
49.2 
52.4 
47.3 
48.0 
41.5 
47.1 
39.8 
42.8 
38.1 
90.5 
40.3 
58.8 
41.0 
63.6 
38.4 
61.2 
52.7 
36.7 
50.0 
55.6 


866 
865 
848 
758 
747 
621 
593 
584 
564 
540 
525 
504 
44) 
436 
426 
394 
362 
340 
3i1 
308 
283 
272 
230 
221 
215 
208 
186 
186 
178 
176 
169 


3245 
3147 
2473 
*3473 
896 
1589 
1559 
1199 
917 
889 
864 
709 
506 
380 
494 
4a) 
522 
401 
364 
401 
383 


5.0 
42 
42 
*5.0 
A2 
3.8 
3.4 
3.7 
3.4 
a0 
3.6 
5:3 
3.1 
3.8 
48 
3.6 
40 
4.0 
4.0 
75 
5.4 
3.7 
SHS 
33 
2.4 
2.8 
4S 
4.4 
6.8 
3.3 
2.7 


76 
28 
A] 
62 
60 
25 
30 
55 
37 
40 
AS 
65 
33 
37 
37 
22 
43 
25 
45 
34 
67 
33 
35 
19 
25 
16 
23 
32 
4] 
30 
10 


17 
25 
15 
21 
*27 


Avg. 
Gain 
9.42 
7.80 
8.28 
6.97 
7.89 
5,06 
7.69 
6.99 
5.31 
427 
5.05 
8.23 
5.96 
6.33 
3.80 
8.98 
5.13 
10,65 


4 46) 


] 


7,43 


3. 8.51 


1968 AFL RUSHING 


Yards Avg. Long Tas 
*3023. 4.3 *87 


CHWWHAN PH HEH WE RPE RAMAN awokkOwwN so 


Pet. Yards 


Norton, Miami... = 41 415 
Hammond; Miami... 26 13 50.0 
Brittenum, San Diego. 17 § 52:9 
McCormick, Denver _. 19 8 42.1 
Foster, San Diego ss 7 6 85.7 
Flores, Buffalo 5 3. 60.0 
Corcoran, Boston... 37 3 429 
McDermott, Buffalo 3 2. 66.7 
Allison, San Diego. 2S 1 1 100.0 
Haffner, Denver 1 1 100.0 
Snell, N.Y. 1 1 100.0 
& Davidson, Oakland. 2 1 50.0 
lynch, Denver ss ss 2 1 50.0 
Russell, Buffalo... = 2 1 50.0 
Post, San Diego —. 4 1 25.0 
DiVito, Denver... 2 6 1 167 
Anderson, Buffalo .. 1 0 000 
Banaszak, Oakland .. 1 0 00.0 
Garrett, Kansas City. st 0 00.0 
Keeling, Cin, 2 0 00.0 
Kick, Miami 0 00.0 
Little; Denver 0 2 000.0 
Atts. Yards Avg. 
Hagberg, Oak... 39 «164 42 
Coan, KC... 40—s«*d16 40 
Smiley, Cin, .... 63 146 23 
McVea, Gin} 9 «33 «148 
Banks; Gin sao. a 18D iS.0 
Hubbert, $0... 28 ~—«119s« 43 
Ritts: KOS ee See ee Oh Oy 
McClinton, KC... 24 107 45 
Lamb, Den-Cin. .. 39 107 2.7 
Hopkins, Hou... 31-——s«104— 3.4 
McDermott, Buff... 47 102 22 
Lamonica, Oak... 19 98 5.2 
Garron, Bos. 36 SF eee a 
Rutkowski, Buff, _. 20 96 48 
Davis, Hou: 15 91 6.1 
Todd, Oak. 13 89 68 
MeCarthy, Den, 28 89 3.2 
Lincoin, Buff, 26 84 3.2 
Sherman, Bos... 25 80. 3.2 
Beathard, Hob. 18 79 4A 
Erwin, Den... 24 76 3.2 
Wyche, Cin... 12 74 6.2 
Masters, Buff... 6 70: 117 
Taliaferro, Bos... —=s«8 5) 6.4 
Trilk “Hous aha AT 3.4 
Milton, Mia. 2 46 23.0 
Seiple, Mia. SG 42. 8.4 
Eischetd, Oak... 2 A} 20:5 
Taylor, K.G. 5 4). 8.2 
Leclair, Den, ..... 12 49 33 
Dawson, K.C. 20 40 2.0 
Brown, Buff... 3 39 13.0 


* 116 


125 
89 


Atts. Comp. Comp. Gained Tas 
17 254 


eoocoKF CoO COCO CON OC ON SE FE eK hm CO COON OHS eer 


oocmcoococcoocoCcC oC OCOOrF CO OC COOH Oe 


Fd 


at 
See | 


see 


feat te 


Norton, Mia, 


“‘Ridlehuber, Oak. _ 


Allison,.S.D. 23 
Stephenson, Buff... 4 
Price, Mia; 


Saffold, Cin. 


5 
Moore, Den, 4 
1 
Sauer NMG ee 2 


Norton, Hou. I 
Alworth, $0... 3 
Lindsey, Den... 4 
Warren, Cin. 4 


‘Smolinski, NY. 12 


Arbanas, K.C. 
Had SD. Ss 
Tucker, Mia. 
Livingston, Cin. 1 
Costa Butt, ws ge 
‘Namath, NY... «5 
Darragh, Buff... 13 


Keeling, Cin, 


Marsh, Bos, | 
Phillips, Cin. 
Haik, How, 


bf POR ee 


Maguire, Buff. 


8 ww 


38 
“31 
30 


a : Atts. Yards Avg. 
Wells, Oak. 


19.0 
13 
75 


S 
a 
$ 


_ a ~ bt : 
DOC ™ HOO Om oe SY LO Co tn 


*—High for 1968, 


VanHeusen, Den. 1 6 60 
P. Johnson, Bos. 2 6 3.0 
Hunt. Cin. o>, 50 
Washington, Cin, . 1 4 40 
Beirne, Hou. - J 2 eae th) 
Sherman, Cin. sd 3 3.0 
Cappelletti, Bos. 1 2 2.0 
Patrick, Buff. 1 202.0 
Haffner, Den. 2 pag ak) 
Livingston, KC... 2 25) 16 
Tensi, Den. = iG 2 03 
Wilson, KC. 2 5 1 -0:2 
Stofa, Cin. 10 SDE 
Hammond, Mia. 1. 0 0.0 
Whalen, Bos... 1 0 0.0 
Lowe, SD-KC> 2 oy 05 
Corcoran, Bos. J eg Been 
Di Vito, Den, 1 =] 10 
Jones, Den. 1 —1 —10 
Tenpy, Cine os = ep aan 
L PaRlivon yess: 7 <2. 363 
Sri, POR SN Pe og 
Richardson, K.C. . 1 —3 —3.0 
Moses, Buff, Ri A 8 
Brittenum, $0... 2 -4 -20 
Johnson, NY. =2 6 -3.0 


are 
PODTWWNwWENwWwRoOD 


Atts. Yards Avg. tone Ts ee 


See Se=SSecoes oO ODOC O SCO OHGSG 


1968 AMERICAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE STATISTICS 


PASS RECEIVING 


No. Yds. Avg. Td. No. Yds. Avg. Td. 
ALWORTH, S.D. _. *68 *1312 19.3 10 Cor Migs ee TT ae 4 0 
Sar Nays e664 7S: Csonka, Mia. 11 «118 «+107 #1 
Biletnikoff, Oak. 61 1037 17.0 6 Bambie: Bos, TT 55" 5.0 oT 
Noonan, Mia. ..... 58 +760 «13.1 “11 B. Turner, N.Y... 10 241 241 2 
Maynard, N.Y, . 57 1297 *228 10 Thomas, Bos... 10 85 85 0 
Wells, Oak. _.._. §3 1137 21.5 *11 Miler ‘Oak, -.-- 9° 176 6 1 
Garrison, $.D. _... 52 1103 21.2 10 Mathis, NY... 9 149 166 1 
Whalen, Bos. _.... 47. 718 =153 7 Wiuton; Mia; 2 a 9. 168 AB, 
Reed, Hou... 46 747«16.2 = 5 Frazier, Hou... 9 123° 197 0 
Kiick, Mia... 44 422,960 Mitchell, Mia... 8 190 238 3 
Moses, Buff... 42 633 151 2 Colclough, Bos. 8 «=«136:«17.0 «0 
Twilley, Mia. .___ 39 604 155 1 Masters, Buff... 8 101 126 O 
Dixon; Oak.’ =... 384,960. 9.50 2 Hagberg, Oak, . 8 78 98 1 
Trumpy, Cin, ... 37. 639 «17.33 Lamb, Den-Cin. .. 7 87 124 0 
Crabtree, Den... 35 601 172 5 SMHS A, AOL 
Denson, Den... 34 586 «17.2 «5 McCarthy, Den. 7 69 99 2 
MacKinnon, S.D, 33 646 196 6 Sepia Mia ce (OT 89.8 TL 
Carrot, KC 2% 33; 359. 10.9 3 Taylor, Hou. .... 6 90 150 0 
Haik, Hou... 32 584 183 8 Crockett, Buff. 6 76 127 0 
Lammons, N.Y, 32 400 125 3 Herock, Cin. ..... 6 75 125 0 
Beirne, Hou. ... 31 474 153 4 Ford, Den. See. ae ote 0 
Sherman, Cin... 31 374 121 1 Smolinski, NY... 6 40 67 O 
Pits, 0) sd. 655-218) 6 Johnson, NY... 5 78 156 0 
Moreau, Mia, .... 27 365 13.5 3 Gregory, Buff .. 5 21 42 0 
Granger, Hou. ... 26 361 139 0 Riper so 1). 22,0 
Trapp, Buff... .. 24 235 98 0 Ledbetter, Buff... 4 94 235 1 
Robinson, Cin... 24 128 53 1 tynch, Den. =....- 4 52 130 0 
Cannon, Oak, .... 23 360 157 6 Hopkins, Hou. . 4 40 100 0 
Foster5.0,- == 24.23) 6224 Oh 16 Todd,-Oaki- = A, 40.10.00 
Richardson, K.C. 22 494 225 6 Banks, Cin... 4 1527. 38>, 
Smith, Oak... 22 321 M46 2 Kocourek, Oak. . 3 46 153 1 
Anderson, Buff... 22 140 64 0 Moore-ben eo . 35-1 0 
McVea, Cin. 21 264 126 2 McClinton, KC... 3 -4 -13 0 
Campbell, Hou. ... 21 234 111 0 Scarpitto, Bos. .. 2 49 245 1 
Taylor, KC, 20 420 210 4 Pineieheurce = 2. 35) 7S. 0 
Beer, Dens =. 20. ° 276: 13.8 | Carlaw 2 «3:26. 13,0 0 
McDermott, Buff_.20 115 58 1 Darnell, Mia, 2 25 «+125 «20 
VanHeusen, Den, .. 19 353 186 3 Riisen S02 221-700 
btthe; “Deni 5 V8 Sak avs, 1 Erwin, Den. _... 2 21 105 O 
Marsh, Bos, 19 331 174 4 Whifecit = ie 2) IB 90. 0 
Holmes, K.C. 19 «2201 106 0 Coan, K.C. x 0. S15 P's. 0 
Smiley, Cin... 19-86 45 0 JogiNas ete Oy IT) 25.5.0 
Murphy, Bos. 18 268 149 0 Rademacher, NY... 2 11 55 O 
Post, 80. .o ee = 1S 185s 928 Dickey, Oak... 1 34 340 0 
Cappadona, Buff... 18 92 51 2 E. Johnson, Cin. . 1 33 33.0 0 
Graham, Bos. _.... 16 242 151 1 Rutkowski, Buff... 1 27 27.0 0 
Frazier, 6D. =.= 16) 237° 148" 3 Wes ee eek 20.0 “0 
Saffold, Cin. .. 16 172 108 O Myrtle, Den... 1) = 18 «180 =O 
Shell NMS 16 105 * 66° 1 SH Nee 10. 8 
Banaszak, Oak. _.. 15 182 121 1 Wilson, KC... . 1 14 140 0 
Costa, BUH; 2.2 18 272 115: 1 Washington, Den. . 1 12 120 0 
Nance, Bos. .._. 14 51 36 O Peterson, Cin. ... 1 10 100 O 
Jones; Den. 2. 13 +190 146. 2 Patrick, Buff... ‘I Ss. 50 0 
Blanks, Hou, ..... 13-184 «142 «20 Wyche, Cin. 1 Se #507 10 
Cappelletti, Bos. .. 13 182 140 2 Garron, Bos... 1 A= 40 0 
Haffner, Den. ..... 12 232 193 1 Lincoln, Buff. 1 ge 30> 0 
Hayes: KG: =. 12. 108). 9.0. -1 Bemiller, Buff, ..._ 1 0: 00 6 
Boozenoivs.-- J2- IO] 8:4. 20 J. Canale, Bos. _. 1 G ..0.0:- 0 
Arbanas, K€. . 11 189 17.2 O Wittenborn, Hou... 1 -8 -—80 0 
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oar. rae 


> HA. 


A, 
about this true to life 


FOOTBALL GAME 


PASSING * KICKING x DEFENSE 
%* RUNNING * COACHING « 


For the sports fan, for the game fan, who really wants to get 
involved. Now you take the controls, it’s you kneeling in the 
huddle and calling an off-tackle smash, a look-in pass or the 
bomb. It’s you moving the Jets down the field in the closing 
seconds of a game, picking apart the defense. You,-.on of- 
fense and defense, make the specific move, utilize the op- 
tions all quarterbacks and defensive captains have before 
them. And each and every player performs exactly to his 
ability, so that an endless number of possibilities are avail- 
able. 


There’s nothing close to it, nothing in the history of sports 
games that even approaches the accuracy, the chess-like duel 
and imaginative workout you receive from playing STRAT- 
O-MATIC PRO FOOTBALL. 


2 GAMES IN ONE 


An Advanced Game for adults and an Elementary Game for 
youngsters. It gives you the opportunity to coach 1000 Pro 
Football players, who will pass, run, kick and play defense 
for you as in real life—it’s all there in Strat-O-Matic Pro Foot- 
ball. 


IF YOU LIKE FOOTBALL YOU’LL 
LOVE TO PLAY STRAT-0-MATIC 


Get the Entire Story. Mail coupon for a colorful free 
brochure containing complete information and 
FREE SAMPLES today! Offer limited. Don’t delay. 
Write today while supply lasts! 

UUOTEEULONANUAUAYUNUUOY2eUHN4yqQUNbay,°eELEAELLESLEUUOGUAOUOCOOOUOOUGOOOOOOGNOOAROOONNOOONOOOGUOUUENVEUINEDUUEEUEL 


FANS int VE Here are just a few of the 

A hundreds of letters we re- 
ceive every week, from football fans aged 9 to 90, 
from coast to coast! 


My roommates in my apartment at Michigan Univer- 
sity are wild about the game and are pitching in faur 
ways to buy it. 

J.C., Ann Arbor, Michigan 


My 10 year old grandson spends 3/4 of his time at his 
friend’s home playing the game. Being a grandmother, 
it is surprising to me the strong desire this child has for 
the game. 

J.M., Scranton, Penna. 


Your game is the best investment I ever made. The 
game is great. 
S.L., Bellmore, N.Y. 


It’s just great. The passing, running and kicking are 
exactly right. 


M.K., New York, N.Y. 


It is the greatest game on the market. The advanced 
version does just about everything but sell popcorn. 
For an avid football fan, your game introduces a new 
dimension that makes watching the pros that much 


more enjoyable. R.G., Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Strat-O-Matic Game Co., Inc. Box 541F, Great Neck, N.Y. 11022 


BREBEBEoBSBSBSBeSBHBRBEeHEBERBBEBBBaBBaBeBeaseaanae Ba 
Strat-o-matic football game co., inc. Dept 24 , box 541F, Great Neck, N.Y. 11022 


a 
a Send exciting Free Strat-O-Matic Football game offer and samples. | enclose 10 - 
. cents in coin or stamps to cover postage and handling. < 
MAS arnIG.” fet sy Sere Te sel chs ee So nan died Cah Joa a) RA SOMONE SES ical DAR Oe LNG TIT RSS a 
My AUUIESS 5 n8 5. a aires ces Ad ols Sort Merieaah gi cit SEER. Spal tmiei elie aie dole a PENT STS a 
AT Sick ST SY MA ria ayo Ta itetrns 7a Pesta tertesaica tan tag atileca Marcela eis gk ea carves ta-lvel bay oe) Oates 
a 
State ek, eM on lek Ln BA ayy herent te cee 
BS Zips ss Mae tee See bd, cg lat SPaciyeedd Peep tee Aoke toe a ee ! 


SBERBEBRBRBSBBSBBBBHBEHREBBEBERBEBRBBBBBBaBBBA 
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1968 NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE STATISTICS 


PASS RECEIVING 


No. Yds. Avg. Td. No. Yds. Avg. Td. No. Yds. Avg. Td. 
McNEIL, SF. ..*71 994 140 7 Crenshaw, eon ee, te Ee OTueher 2A 124 «17.7 
Jefferson, Pitt. _. 58 *1074 185 It Long, Atl, ...__ 22 484 22.0 MeDonaid, Clev. — 113. 16.1 
Renizel, Dall, ... 54 1009 187 6 Kelly, Cleve... 22 297 13.5 Garrison, Dall. 111 15.9 
Abramowicz, N.0.... 54 890 165 7 Allen, Wash, — 21 294 140 Studstil, LA, 108 154 
Hayes, Dall. .... 53 909 17.2 10 Flatley, Atl, 20 305 153 Reeves, Dall, 84 12.0 
Warfield, Clev. 50 1067 21.312 Hilton, Pitt ... 20 285 143 Mitchell, Balt... 117 19.5 
Smith, Sth. _... 49 789 161 Ellison, LA, —..... 20 248 124 Odie, Det... 7i 118 
Taylor, Wash. .... 48 650 13.5 Wallace, Chi. 19 281 148 Kotite, Pitt 65 108 
Washington, Minn... 46 756 164 Rall, Minn; =. 19 « 268 14) Donohoe, Atl. ...... 52 87 
Jones, NY, ... 45 1057) *23.5 Grabowski, GB... 18 210 IL? MeFarland, S.F. ._. 140 28.0 
Dowler, GB. .......... 45 668 148 Norman, Dall. ... 18 204 113 Jones; “Phil, 2... 87 174 
Mackey, Balt,..... 45 644 143 Barney, Clev. . 18 189 10.5 Williams, GB. 48 «9.6 
Jerry Smith, Wash. 45 626 13.9 Hie Balke GES BS Compton, Pitt. 45 9.0 
Morin, Clev. .... 48 792—s«18.-4 Brunet, Wash. - - 160"..35 Lyle, Chk 32.64 
D. Williams, StL... 43 682 15.9 Kopay, Det. 18 130 72 Homan, Dali. 92 23.0 
Dale, GB: 2 42° “BIS eS Hester, NO... 17. 300 «17.6 Randle, S.F.-Dall. 56 14.0 
Hawkins, Phil. _. 42 707 168 Perkins, Dall. ......17 180 10.6 Cropper, Pitt. 54 13.5 
Richter, Wash, .. 42 533 127 Pang PAK cua Oh TAR BG Brown, Balt, 53° 333 
McCullouch, Det... 40 680 17.0 Boch AF 18S. BG Kuvek, Chi, 50: 125 
Sanders, Det... 40 533-133 Fits, GO! se 17 2 84 Henderson, Minn. _. 42 105 
Witcher: SF... 89 5a) 136 Gent, Dall, ..... 16 194 121 Daanen, StL. a5 668 
Wilburn, Pitt... 39 514 13.2 Pinder, Phil. _... 16 166 104 Wilson, N.Y, a4 35 
Richardson, Balt. . 37 698 189 E. Green, Clev...... 16 142 «= 8.9 Minniear, N.Y, 32 «8.0 


Morrison, N.Y. .... 37 425 ILS Wages, Ath .... 16 i21 76 Jones, Minn. . ao 65 
Duhon: NV 22: Beh ole = te Perkins, Balt... 15 + 227 «151 Hu: Chi ee 20 5.0 
Woodeshick, Phil. . 86 328 9.1 Stickles, NO. .. 15 206 137. Nowatzke, Det, __. 


Willard, S.F. —... 36 232 64 Tucker, Sho 15 > 197) “134 Harris, At, 2 118 39.3 
Truax, LA: 2. oo 47s ded Lindsey, Minn. 15 1489.9 Bleier, Pitt. ._...... F 
Conrad, SEL. 32 «449 «14.0 Mason, UA, =<. 15, 144° S36 Cogdill, Det. 42 140 
Crow, S.F, _ al 53h 17d Butler, AU: = 35 i127 85 Hughes, Phil, .... 39 = 13.0 
Brown, Minn. . 31. 329 166 Sayers, Chi. 1S I RS Asbury, Pitt. —. i 
F. Hill, Phil, .... 30° 370 123 Turner, Chi... 14-208. 149 Pivec;, cA: 27. = 9.0 
Ballman, Phil. 30 341 114 Mitchell, Wash. _. 14 130 93 Henderson, Pitt. 26 «87 
Orr, Balt, ... 29 743 25.6 McCarthy, Atl)... 13- 119: -92:- Mercein, GB. 6 20 
Casey, LA, . 29 565 195 Ditka; Pht 2. 1a EE BS Leigh, Clev. 4 —13 
Snow, LA. 29. 500 1/72 Whitfield, Wash, 13 107 82 — Pearson, Balt, 70 35.0 


Gordon, Chi. 29 «AT «(164 Shy, Pit’ 10° 108, = B2 Morrison, Clev. 


Thomas; MY. 2-29 AN9™ 155 Cole: Balt is Re AB Gibbons, Det. __... 38 19.0 
Bayniiam, Dall, 29 380 13.1 Harraway, Clev, 12 162 135° Hawkins, Balt. a 15:5 
Gambrell, Det. 28 49492 17.6 Thurlow, Wash, ... 12. 181 12.6 Cunningham, SF. 26, 125 
Simmons, Atl. .....28 479-171 Larson, Wash... 12. 146 122 ~ Daniels, S.F. 23. ALS 
Piccolo, Chi. 28 291 104 Koy NY. ee a Be as Campbell, Det. ee 98 
Hoak, Pitt. . 28 25a 19.0 Schultz’ NO. S12 ae Smith, Clev. Hy 255 
Triplett, Det, 28 195-48 Shy, Dall. —.... 10 105 105 Mallory, Phil, 58 58.0 


Lewis, S.F. 27. 244 ~=—s«94.0 
Gros, Pitt — 27, 2Ul~ RS 
Bass, L.A. —.. 2h = 19h he 


Martin, Minn. ... 10 101 10,1 
Biya ALY. 2-16) BE 38a 
Frederickson, N.Y,..10 64 64 


Malinchak, Det. 
Powell, Minn. 
Hillebrand, Pitt. 
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Lorick, N.O. 26 272 10.5 Collins, Clev. —..- 9)" 230) 256 D. Smith, Wash. — a 435.0 
McCall, N.0. 26 270 10.4 Dion AU. Sek (9 tes Tad Wright, Dall, 15 15.0 
Ogden, Atl, 25. -Ab2 184 Shivers, Sthy 22 << 69) = 303") a4 Beban, Wash. . 12 120 
Anderson, G.B, _. 25 333 133 Barrington, N.O. BG” a9 ae Bryant, Atl. —.._... We Avg 
Fleming, G.B. _ 25 278 Ant James, GB... 8 «148 s«18,5 Poage, N.O. ii 40 
Matte, Balt. 28 275448 Windsor, SF... 8 146 183 Jeter Pit 9 90 
Parks, N.O. - 25) 258 iid _Rilandostt: o5-= 8. 97 124 Goodridge, Minn. —.. y 3 
Fatt. Det cae 24 Sil eee Eddy, Det... . 8 91 14 Baker, Phili =. 3 30 
Gilliam, N.O) ...-.... 24 284 18 Dennis) cA 8S Edwards, StL, 2- 2.0 
Beasley, Minn. ....... 23 289 126 Dyen kA, a ey Gabriel, LA, ay =50 
Denny, Chi. —. 23° 267. 107 Crespino, NY... 7 130 186 Wheelwright, N.0. _ —§ —9.0 
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’ 1969 NATIONAL 
FOOTBALL LEAGUE SCHEDULE 


SUNDAY, SEPT. 21 
Chicago at Green Bay 
Cleveland at Philadelphia 
Detroit at Pittsburgh 
tos Angeles at Baltimore 
Minnesota at New York 
St. Louis at Dallas 
San Francisco at Atlanta 
Washington at New Orleans 


SUNDAY, SEPT. 28 
Atlanta at Los Angeles 
Baltimore at Minnesota 
Chicago at St. Louis 
Dallas at New Orleans 
New York at Detroit 
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia 
San Francisco vs. Green Bay (at Milwaukee) 
Washington at Cleveland 


SUNDAY, OCT. 5 
Baltimore at Atlanta 
Dallas at Philadelphia 
Detroit at Cleveland 
Green Bay at Minnesota 
New Orleans at Los Angeles 
St. Louis at Pittsburgh 
Washington at San Francisco 


MONDAY, OCT. 6 
Chicago at New York 


SUNDAY, OCT. 12 
Cleveland at New Orleans 
Dallas at Atlanta 
Green Bay at Detroit 
Los Angeles at San Francisco 
Minnesota at Chicago 
Philadelphia at Baltimore 
Pittsburgh at New York 
St. Louis at Washington 


SATURDAY, OCT. 18 
Pittsburgh at Cleveland 


SUNDAY, OCT. 19 
Atlanta at San Francisco 
Baltimore at New Orleans 
Chicago at Detroit 
Green Bay at-Los Angeles 
Minnesota at St. Louis 
New York at Washington 
Philadelphia at Dallas 


SUNDAY, OCT. 26 
Atlanta at Green Bay 
Detroit at Minnesota 
Los Angeles at Chicago 
New Orleans at Philadelphia 
St. Louis at Cleveland 
San Francisco at Baltimore 
Washington at Pittsburgh 


MONDAY, OCT. 27 
New York at Dallas 


SUNDAY, NOV, 2 
Chicago at Minnesota 
Dallas at Cleveland 
Detroit at San Francisco 
Green Bay at Pittsburgh 
Los Angeles at Atlanta 
New Orleans at St, Louis 
Philadelphia at New York 
Washington at Baltimore 


SUNDAY, NOV. 9 
Atlanta at Detroit 
Cleveland at Minnesota 
Green Bay at Baltimore 
New Orleans at Dallas 
New York at St. Louis 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Pittsburgh at Chicago 
San Francisco at Los Angeles 


SUNDAY, NOV. 16 
Baltimore at San Francisco 
Chicago at Atlanta 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh 
Dallas at Washington 
Los Angeles at Philadelphia 
Minnesota vs. Green Bay (at Milwaukee) 
New Orleans at New York 
St. Louis at Detroit 


SUNDAY, NOV. 23 
Atlanta at Washington 
Baltimore at Chicago 
Dallas at Los Angeles 
Detroit at Green Bay 
New York at Cleveland 
Philadelphia at St. Louis 
Pittsburgh at Minnesota 
San Francisco at New Orleans 


THURSDAY, NOV. 27 
Minnesota at Detroit 
San Francisco at Dallas 


SUNDAY, NOV. 30 
Atlanta at Baltimore 
Cleveland at Chicago 
Los Angeles at Washington 
New York vs. Green Bay (at Milwaukee) 
Philadelphia at New Orleans 
Pittsburgh at St. Louis 


SATURDAY, DEC. 6 
Chicago at San Francisco 


SUNDAY, DEC. 7 
Dallas at Pittsburgh 
Detroit at Baltimore 
Green Bay at Cleveland 
Minnesota at Los Angeles 
New Orleans at Atlanta 
St. Louis at New York 
Washington at Philadelphia 


SATURDAY, DEC. 13 
Baltimore at Dallas 


SUNDAY, DEC. 14 

Atlanta at Philadelphia 
Cleveland at St. Louis 
Green Bay.at Chicago 

Los Angeles at Detroit 

New Orleans at Washington 
New York at Pittsburgh 

San Francisco at Minnesota 


SUNDAY, DEC. 21 
Baltimore at Los Angeles 
Cleveland at New York 
Detroit at Chicago 
Minnesota at Atlanta 
Philadelphia at San Francisco 
Pittsburgh at New Orleans 
St. Louis at Green Bay 
Washington at Dallas 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27—Eastern Championship Capitol Division vs. Century Division 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28—Western Championship Coastal Division vs. Central Division 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 4—NFL Championship playoff 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11—Super Bow! vs. AFL champion at New Orleans 
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1969 AMERICAN ; 
FOOTBALL LEAGUE SCHEDULE 


SUNDAY, SEPT. 14 
Boston at Denver 
Houston at Oakland 
Kansas City at San Diego 
Miami at Cincinnati 
New York at Buffalo 


SATURDAY, SEPT. 20 
Miami at Oakland 


SUNDAY, SEPT. 21 
Houston at Buffalo 
Kansas City at Boston 
New York at Denver 
San Diego at Cincinnati 


SUNDAY, SEPT. 28 
Denver at Buffalo 
Kansas City at Cincinnati 
Miami at Houston 
New York at San Diego 
Oakland at Boston 


SATURDAY, OCT. 4 
Oakland at Miami 


SUNDAY, OCT. 5 
Boston at New York 
Buffalo at Houston 
Cincinnati at San Diego 
Kansas City at Denver 


SATURDAY, OCT. 11 
Boston at Buffalo 
Cincinnati at New York 
San Diego at Miami 


SUNDAY, OCT. 12 
Houston at Kansas City 
Oakland at Denver 


SUNDAY, OCT. 19 
Buffalo at Oakland 
Denver at Cincinnati 
Houston at New York 
Miami at Kansas City 
San Diego at Boston 


SUNDAY, OCT. 26 
Buffalo at Miami 
Cincinnati at Kansas City 
Denver at Houston 
New York at Boston 
Oakland at San Diego 


SUNDAY, NOV. 2 
Houston at Boston 
Kansas City at Buffalo 
Miami at New York 
Oakland at Cincinnati 
San Diego at Denver 


SUNDAY, NOV. 3 
Boston at Miami 
Buffalo at New York 
Cincinnati at Houston 
Denver at Oakland 
San Diego at Kansas City 


SUNDAY, NOV. 16 
Boston at Cincinnati 2, 
Houston at Denver 
Kansas City at New York 
Miami at Buffalo 
San Diego at Oakland 


SUNDAY, NOV. 23 
Buffalo at Boston 
Denver at San Diego 
Houston at Miami 
New York at Cincinnati 
Oakland at Kansas City 


THURSDAY, NOV. 27 
Denver at Kansas City 
San Diego at Houston 


SUNDAY, NOV. 30 
Cincinnati at Buffalo 
Miami at Boston 
Oakland at New York 


SATURDAY, DEC. 6 
New York at Houston 


SUNDAY, DEC. 7 
Boston at San Diego 
Buffalo at Kansas City 
Cincinnati at Oakland 
Denver at Miami 


SATURDAY, DEC. 13 
Kansas City at Oakland 


SUNDAY, DEC. 14 
Boston at Houston 
Buffalo at San Diego 
Cincinnati at Denver 
New York at Miami 


— 


SATURDAY, SUNDAY—DEC. 20-21—East-West Playoffs 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 4—AFL Championship playoff. 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 11—Super Bowl vs NFL Champion 
at New Orleans. 


KICK OFF 
FOOTBALL — 
69 


A 50-YARD LINE SEAT FOR 
ALL THE EXCITEMENT 
THIS FALL—LESS THAN 15¢ 


_ A WEEK! 


MAIL THIS CARD TODAY 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


Please send me SI at your low Intro- 
ductory Rate and bill me later 


Mrs. 
Miss 
(please print) 
Address Apt. # 
City State Zip Code 


LOW INTRODUCTORY RATE FOR 
NEW SUBSCRIBERS ONLY 


This rate includes all postage and handling and is good in 
U.S. only. 6085 
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Bob: Griese (12) is Miami’s Denver's Al Denson (88) gives 
main hope for moving up in defenses plenty of trouble with 


the AFL's Eastern Division. He leaping catches like this one 
ranked fourth among the quar- against New York. He caught 
terbacks in 1968. 34 last year. 
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